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ei  j  y ment 


S  the  pnffc  ffbn  and  prefer vation  of 
every  blcfiing  that  is  dear  to  you  call 
for  it  :  May  l  be  permitted  toobferve 
that  the  hapt  inefs  of  life,  efpccia!!y 
to  men  free  born,  corfilieth  in  the  full 
of  their  natural ,  civil  and  '  religious 
rights  Thefe  are  the  nerves  of  health,  the  bul¬ 
warks  of  (bength,  and  pillars  of  peace  :  Upon  this 
foundation  al  ne,  the  happinefs  and  profportty  of 
the  ptoglr  flat  ds.  So  dear  is  this  blefllng,  that  all 
life,  power  and  lacred  argument,  unite  in  one  to  con¬ 
firm  it.  Skin  for  Jkm ,  and  all  that  a  man  hath  will 
hr  give  for  bis  Life  ;  tor  the  very  life  of  life  is 
LIBER  JLY.  What  is  life,  without  thefe  enjoy¬ 
ments, 
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tnents,  but  a  living  death  ? - —Nature  breathes 

freedom  through  all  the  beauties  of  creation,  from 
the  meineft  irdedt  that  moves,  to  the  fowl  or  the 
air,  and  the  fi(h  of  the  Tea.  Freedom  is  that  very 
breath  of  life  that  GOD  breathed  into  man  when  he 
became  a  living  foul :  Therefore  every  man  has  the 
farr.Q  natural  and  inherent  right  to  every  blefling  of 
freedom  and  liberty,  as  he  has  to  his  own  exigence, 
and  whoever  deprives  him  of  the  enjoyment  of  his 
Natural  right,  is,  in  fcriptural language,  a  mur¬ 
derer.  *  For  the  inviolable  prefervation  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  is  fo  happy  in  the  Englifh 
eonjlitution ,  that  no  law  can  be  made,  but  by  the 
united  power  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 
The  whole  legiflative  authority  is  only  a  power  of 
guard  i  an- fhip  or  high  trud  committed  to  them  by  the 
people  for  the  fecure  prefervation  and  adminiftrati- 
on  of  their  rights.  And  this  deligated  power  is 
fubjedt  to  be  revoked  whenever  the  truft  repofed  in 
them  is  violated ,  as  they  are  no  more  than  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  Servants ,  in  the  high  truft  of  power,  to  main- 
-tain  the  rights  of  their  Charter  \  and  whenever  this 
end  is  not  anfwered  by  them,  the  people  have  a 
right  to  turn  them  out  of  their  ftewardjkip,  and  dif- 
pofe  of  it  to  thofe  whom  they  {hall  think  fit  guardi¬ 
ans  of  their  rights  -,  for  the  law  of  nature  is  felf 
preservation,  which  will  never  be  relingudh’d  by  a 
people  of  any  foul  or  Ipirit. 

As  the  whole  authority^and  power  of  the  King, 
Lord^,  and  Commons,  as  a  legiflative  body,  is  origi¬ 
nally ,  and  authoritatively ,  the  power  and  rights  of  the 
people,  fub  iftmg  in  them  only  by  the  people’s  plea- 
*  i  Job.  iii.  1 5. 
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fare  and  power,  which  right,  and  power  will  always  < 
remain  in  the  people  if  government  was  dififolved  ^ 
and  this  makes  it  lawful  in  them  to  refill  whatever 
oppofes  their  inherent  rights,  authority,  and 

power. 

The  power  of  the  King  is  fo  fettled  by  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  people,  that  he  is  then,  and  only  then  fo 
cure,  great,  and  happy  while  he  ^maintains  the  laws 
and  rights  of-the  fubjeds.  The  King  can  neither 
make,  or  fuffer  to  be  made,  by  any  authority  what¬ 
ever,  any  breach  upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  makes  the  fame  breach  upon 
his  own  rights,  and  thereby  deftroys  the  dignity  and 
fecurity  of  his  crown  :  So  that  it  remains  a  fettled 
point,  that  thehappinefs  of  the  King,  and  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  people  intirely  depends  upon  this,  namely* 
the  King’s  preferving  inviolable  firm  (according  to 
his  coronation  oath)  the  laws,  rights  and  previledges 
of  the  fubjefls  ^  for  if  the  King  breaks  this  binding 
engagement,  he  thereby  loofes  his  original  right  to 
reign  ;  nay,  every  plea  of  right,  and  power  of 
authority,  by  which  he  holds  his  crown,  or  amend¬ 
ed,  the  Britifh  throne.  For  the  right  of  the  King 
to  reign  upon  the  throne  of  Great-Britain,  1  es  in  his 
being  (by  the  happy  revolution  principles)  fettled  by 
the  choice  of  the  people  as  their  elect  King,  or 
guardian  of  their  rights. 

But  when  thefe  walls  (which  are  the  walls  of 
falvation  to  the  people)  are  broken  down,  either  by 
Kingly,  or  Parliamentary  power,  then  the  King’s 
right  to  reign,  and  the  obligations  of  the  people  to  th® 
King,  or  mimftiy,  may  juftiy  ceafe.  For  when  the 

rights 
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irights  of  the  people  are  violated,  their  affef'ions  not 
/only  become  alienated,  but  their  oath  of  allegiance  to 

the  K —  himlelf  becomes  void. 

M  ■  / 

|  Then  you  will  fay,  why  are  all  thefe  complaints 
of  a  free  election  being  controul’d  ? — A  reprefen tai- 
live  'denied  ?- — Murderers  protefied  ? — Junes  witb- 
|  held  Magna  Charta  deftroyed  ?— Remonftrances 
unheard  ? — The  laws  and  rights  of  the  people  vio- 
'  lared  ?  For,  if  the  fupreme  power  of  authority  lies 
in  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  thefe  rights  are  held 
'  by  the  threefold  cord  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
.  nsons,  who  then  can  break  them  ? 


1  This  queflion  brings  the  matter  to  a  point  j 
!  and  will  fhew  the  oiiginal  caule  of  all  the  cotn- 
J  plaints,  both  of  the  Britons,  and  Americans.  And 
1  the  anl'wer  is,  there  is  an  ovcruling  arbitrary  power, 

*  y hi  h  abfolutely  controuls  the  King,  Lords,  and 

I  Commons  : - This  is  the  ufurped  power  that  is  the 

-*  fprtn'g,  and  raufe  of  all  the  diftreflfefs  and  complaints 
«  of  ih?  people  in  England,  or  in  America  ;  it  is  a 
r  kind  of  a  fourth  power,  that  the  couftitutson  knows 
■I  nothing  of,  or  has  not  provided  agamft.  Itts  true, 
3  the  people  have  fuffered,  or  admitted  the  King,  to 
t  choofe  his  privy  counfel,  mimfters  and  favourites,  but 
f  they  never  intended  they  foould  rule  over  them  m 

any  refpeft,  much  left  in  the  violation  of  their  rights 
t  This  minifterial  throne,  or  arbitrary  power,  is  what 
1  the  people  wifh  to,  fee  deftroyed  •,  becaule  they  t 
p  tend  their  ufurped  authority  infinitely  too  for,  <n  u 
P  for  the  fafety  of  the  King,  or  the  good  of  the  * 

*  Soire  term  it  an  enormous  upflar,  power,  or  minifteri.l  rolga, 
'over  the  rig  up  of  the  people. 
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0o  that  it  is  plain  to  the  people,  that  nothirg  but  a 
change  of  men,  and  meafures,  will  fave  the  nation 
from  ruin  :  For  the  Britifh  Grown  always  totters 
when  the  rights  of  the  people  fhake. 

This  mm t fterial  powtf,  are  a  union  of  gentlemen,' 
poth  or  Lords  and  Commons,  who,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  few  of  them  fear  GOD,  or  regard  Man,  Thefe 
are  (unhappy  for  the  people)  favoured  to  be  around 
the  King,  as  his  council,  favourites  and  flatterers  ; 
and  they  not  afling  as  the  guardians  of  the  Britifli 
Grown,  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  but  affine 
in  the  affairs  of  the  nation  by  their  difpotic  will, 
making  it  the  rule  of  authority  and  power  :  The  peo¬ 
ple  are  juftly  alarmed  at  their  aftions,  fince  they  muff 
intend  thereby  fuch  achangein  government,  that  mult 
effeftually  deftroy  their  rights,  if  not  produce  an  en- 
•  tire  revolution  of  the  whoje  State.  For  their  power 
and  intereft  is  fo  great,  that  they  .can,  and  do  pro¬ 
cure  whatever  laws  they  pleafe  ;  'having;  (by  power, 
intereft,  and  the  application  of  the  people’s  money 
£o  placemen ,  and  petitioners ,)  the  whole  legiflative 
authority  at  their  command.  So  that  it  is  plain, 
(nqt  to  fay  a  word  of  a  particular  reigning  arbitrary 
btuarthal  power  among  them)  that  the  rights  of  the 
people  are  ruined,  and  deftroyed  by  minifterial  tyran- 
meal  authority  ;  and  thereby,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
people  have  loft  the  grand  intent  of  their  royal  char¬ 
ter,  and  are  become  a  kind  of  (laves  to  the  minifters 
of  State,  the  people  having  forgot  the  feeling  fenfation 
sor  their  original  right  that  it  is  ft  ill  remaining  in  them  j 
y.er,  no.  doubt  but  their  foul  and  fentiment,  their  life 
andfpirit,  as  Britons,  will  again  roufe,  and  recover  the,,'*’ 
iPofleffton  of  them  ;  fince  now  to  remonftrate  to  the' 
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King  (though  they  are  opprc fifed)  is  deemed  rebel¬ 
lion  '! — To  reafon,  is  to  revolt  !— To  complain,  is 
to  be  faft  ous  !— To  fuffer  patiently  the  lofs  of  re- 
prefentation,  is  accounted  loyalty  ! — Nay,  thofe  who 
fubmit  and  fuffer  the  dcftru&ion  of  almoft  every  right 
that  is  (acred,  folc.cn  n  and  binding  upon  th-  King  ; 
or  lecuring  to  their  liberties,  as  a  people.  1  hefe  are 
called,  (but  falfly  fo  called)  friends  to  Government. 

But  will  the  fpirits  of  Britons  bear  this  ?  No  ! 
not  long.  Oh  England,  how  near  is  thy  ruin  ?  whole 
prerogative  it  was  to  give  laws  to  Kings,  and  power 
io  Nations.  .. 


Was  this  all.  Gentlemen ,  I  would,  with  iympathy 
foul,  be  lolemnly  filent  in  tears,  for  the  breaches, 

; erodes,  and  growing  ruins  of  ungland  :  But  as  it 
is  too  notorious  before  GOD,  and  Man,  that  this  is 
nearly  thy  cafe,Oh  America, that  the  Britifh  minifteriai 
power,  by  an  unjuft  fovereignty,  they  claim  over  you, 
have  already  deftroyed  your  rights  l — Thrown  down 
vout  liberties  I — Defpiied  your  charter  !— Depriv¬ 
ed  you  of  your  fpir.it  of  trade,  nay,  of  your  lives  !  !  ! 
But  what  is  worie,  they  are  now  aiming  at  the  final 
evif  throw  of  all  your  rights  as  a  people;  did  i 
fay  aiming  ?  Have  they  not  already  deflroyed  the  an¬ 
cient  rights  of  your  forefathers ,  which  was  the  life 
aly,1  glory  of  America  ?  Namely,  the  power  of  mak- 
n  ?  your  own  laws,  and  right  of  difpofing  your  own 
money  ?  This  natural  right,  the  Britifli  mimftry  have 
kntly  attacked,  and  done  their  utmoft  to  deftroy. 


i  t  i. 


f 4  :  4  ' 

Have  they  not  already  engaged  your  Govornor, 
miaow  aim  to  render  your  Judges  independent  up- 

nil 
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on  you  ?  And  if  the  miniftry  fliall  think  it  nereffary  ffr 
their  base  purpofe,  may  we  not  expedt  the  Council, 
and  all  executive  courts  will  be  made  independent  alio  r  < 
Aliow  them  this.,  and  the  golden  key  of  the  rights  of 
America,  is  then  in  the  hands  cf  the  real  enemies  ot 
every  bleffing,  and  liberty  that  you  poffefs,  as  a  body 
politic.  Your  laws,  (not  to  fay  your  lives)  are  then 
no  more  your  own,  as  juries  naturally  follow  Judges. 
Allow  them  an  influence  here,  and  you  are  not  only 
born  to  bring  your  grey  hairs,  with  forrow,  to  the 
grave,— but  your  children,  (if  you  tamely  fubmit) 
inftead  of  Calling  you  bleffed,  will  be  ready  to  lay 
with  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  44  Curled  be  the  day 
<c  wherein  I  was  born  ;  let  not  the  day  wherein  my 
“  mother  bear  me  be  bleffed  ;  Curled  be  the  man 
“  that  brought  tidings  to  my  father,  faying,  that  a 
“  man  child  is  born  making  him  very  glad  ^  where- 
“  fore  came  1  forth  out  of  the  womb  to  fee  labour, 
e‘  and  lor  row  ;  that  my  days  Ihould  be  confumtd 
“  with  lhame.5? 

Therefore,  with  all  the  tremendioufnefs  of  dan¬ 
ger,  with  all  the  folemnities  of  fear,  with  all  the 
pathos  of  affeftion  let  me  intreat  you  as  men  of  re¬ 
fined,  and  ready  underftanding,  to  fee  chat  v 
rights,  your  lives,  your  lands,  are  all  in  dangei  ; 
your  rights,  as  you  are  taxed  without  your  co nlent  \ 
your  lives,  as  witnefs  the  bloody  maffatre  in  your 
ftreets;  witnefs  the -exile,*  but  military  force  in  your 
caftle,  to  rule  over  you  and  your  children  with  the 

bloody  authority  of  War. - —Your  lands,  as  no 

doubt  a  land  tax  is  preparing,  or  focn  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  you.- - -And  will  the  refpe&able  Ame¬ 

ricans, 

*  So  galled  ;n  the  Britilh  Houfe  f  Commons,  by  a 
great  Commoner, 
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ncans,  land-holders,  and  farmers  tamely  fubmit  to  this  ? 
Let  your  own  laws, your  rights,  your  children’s  rights, 
and  birthrights,  inipire  you  with  life,  foul,  and  fenti- 
ment  to  let  the  King  of  England  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment,  or  minillry  know,  nay,  your  own  governor, 
and  judges  know  your  power,  and  importance  as  a 
people  5  that  you  will  not  lofe  your  rights  ;  that 
you  will  not  be  opprefled  or  impofed  upon  by  Lord 
Bute  s  difpotic  dictation  in  the  Cabinet,  or  by  any 
of  the  fpirit  or  blood  of  the  Stuatt' s  family,  which 
flows  through  the  veins  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  that 
you  wiil  fooner  lofe  your  lives  than  your  liberties. 
Afk  them  in  the  name  of  the  Mod  Hign,  what  right* 
either  by  the  law  of  GOD,  of  nature,  or  of  nations, 
they  have  to  rule  over  you  ?  Speak  to  them  as  bre¬ 
thren,  as  peers,  and  as  men  of  equal  authority  with 
themfelves  :  And  afk. 


*  What  right  have  they  to  tax  you  without  your 
leave  ? — Or  what  right  hatfe  they  to  deftroy  vouf 
freedom  as  a  people  ?  Know  this,  the  King  of 
-  England  has  no  right  to  do  it,  it  is  beyond  his 
authority,  as  King  ;  nay,  his  attempt  to  do  it  de* 

flroys  at  once  his  right  to  reign  over  you.- - The 

houfe  of  Commons  have  no  right  to  do  it  $  they  are 
not  your  reprefentatives,  nor  members  of  this  com- 
;  munity  :  And  where  they  have  no  right  (nor  can 
they  have  any)  of  reprefentation,  they  can  have  none 
of  taxation*— — The  houfe  of  Lords  cannot  do  it  % 
for  they  are  Peers  of  England,  and  not  of  America. 
This,  Lord  Chatham,  and  Lord  Camden,  have 
boldly,  as  true  friends  to  the  freedom  of  Englifh- 
men,  declared,  “  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  has  no 

right 
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right  to  tax  America  ;  and  that  the  miniftry  are  rebels 
to  GOD,  and  the  laws  and  rights  of  nature,  in  their  \ 
attempting  to  do  it,  and  theretore  ought  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  fuch  by  every  man  of  fentimerit,  or  fpirit  of 
liberty”  :  For  who  would  nor  op  pole,  with  his  whole 
foul,  fuch  confurnmate  tyranny,  injuftice,  and 

robbery  as  this  ? - -Tyranny  to  the  laid  degree, 

toaffumea  power  of  diftrefting,  taxing,  and  com¬ 
manding  his  Majefty’s  American  fubjedts  :  A  pow¬ 
er  which  his  Majefty  cannot  give  *,  nor  can  theBriufh 
Parliament  itfelf  injuftice  alfume  it.  And  yet  thefe 
men,  contrary  to  law,  and  reafon,  will  dare  to  do  it 
in  the  fade  of  their  King*  as  to  his  fafety,  in  the  face 
of  their  country,  as  to  their  happinefs,  and  in  the 
face  of  your  rights,  as  Americans,  at  the  expence  of 
your  liberties  to  enrich  themfelves. 

<*  f 

Aktd  will  the  Americans  bear,  this  ?  Hatfe  you 
not  your  own  laws  ?  Yuur  own  reprefentatives  ? 
Your  own  judged  ?And  your  own  council  ?Why  then 
ftiould  they  command  you  ?  Is  it  not  enough  for  the 
Americans  to  feed  and  fupport  England  with  their 
trade  ?  (And  are  willing  fo  to  do  until  the  Englifli 
ftreets  are  paved  with  American  gold)  but  muft  they 
give  away  their  rights,  their  forefather’s  rights,  and 
their  children’s  rights  to  a  fet  of  Mmifterial  YuU 
tures  ?- - Heaven  forbid  it. 

For  be  it  known  that  the  Americans,  according 
to  the  fpirit  of  their  original  compact  with  the  King, 
are  a  perfeft  legijlative  within  themfelves,  and  have 
no  connexion,  as  to  government,  but  only  with  the 
King  of  England,  as  their  King,  to  fign  and  ratify 

fueh 
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fuch  laws,  and  immunities  as  the  Americans  may 
conlent  unto  by  their  own  reprefentativcs.  This 
is  the  pillar  of  thy  ftrength,  the  dignity  of  thy  fecu- 
riry,  the  walls  ot  thy  fafety,  Oh  AMERICA! 
Loofe  this  power,  and  you  are  no  longer  free  men , 
nor  happy  fubjedte,  but  American  SLAVES.  And 
why  (hould  thefe  people,  who  were  never  in  bondage 
to  any  man,  be  in  a  ftate  of  flavery  to  any  power 
upon  the  earth  ?  when  you  cannot  but  know,  that 
your  oath  of  allegiance,  and  obedience,  to  the  King, 
is  only  due  to  him,  and  to  be  continued  by  you  ; 
as  he  a&s  upon  his  coronation  oath  to  maintain, 
inviolable  firm,  your  rights*  laws  and  liberties,  as 
the  fulfilment  of  that  fovereign  Kingly  power,  you 
have  repofed  in  him,  as  the  royal  truftee  of  your 
rights  •,  for  ifyour  rights  are  infringed,  yet  the  power 
of  rights,  laws,  and  liberties,  ftill  revolves  in  you  as  a 
people  ;  then  furely  no  man,  but  he  who  is  contented, 
(like^rhat  animal  called  an  ass,  to  be  born  a  fool, 
and  die  a  flave)  will  be  filent,  if  every  thing 
valuable  in  life  is  taken  from  him  by  that  person, 
who  (lands  engaged,  in  a  facred  oath,  to  defend 
him  Whit  fhould  we  fay  of  a  father  who  either 
opprefled  h  s  children,  or  his  children's  children,  for 
h's  own  emolument?  What  fhould  we  call  him  ? 
Or  rather,  what  fhould  we  not  call  him  ?  For 
does  not  nature  teach  us  that  he  fhould  rather  in¬ 
dulge  his  children,  than  ftretch  his  authority  ? 

Will  not  fuch  arbitary  proceedings  tend  im¬ 
mediately  to  alienate  the  affections  of  his  Majefty’s 
American  fons,  and  give  them  caufe  to  look  upon 
him  as  an  enemy  to  their  happinels,  and  as  one  (by 

,  •  whom 
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whomfoever  perfwaded)  making  war  againft  the 
peace,  profpt'rity’,  and  tomunity  of  the  people  ?  i\nd  j 
therefore  if  the  life  of  liberty,  and  the  fecuriry  of  their 
riches  call  for  it,  no  doubt  (if  the  ipirit  of  ihti  ore- 
fathers  remain  in  them)  but  they  will  think  that  they 
have  as  juft  a  right,  before  GOD  and  man*  to 
oppofe  King,  Miniftry,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
England,  when  they  violate  their  rights,  as  Ameri¬ 
cans,  as  they  have  to  oppofe  any  foreign*  enemy  : 
and  that  this  is  no  more,  according  to  the  law  of 
nature,  to  be  deemed  rebellion,  than  it  would  be  to 
oppofe  the  King  of  France,  fuppofing  him  now  pr^r 
lent  invading  the  fand. 


Your  right  is  founded  in  nature,  and  your  exam¬ 
ples  of  liberty  are  fealed  by  the  blood  of  your  fore¬ 
fathers  *,  and  therefore,  as  they  did,  and  profpered, 

fo  do  you,— — - — ~ — —Love  your  King,  but 

revere  your  rights,  and  liberties ,  above  your  Sove¬ 
reign  — It  is  laid  the  name  of  the  King  is 

facred  :  1  hope  it  is  meant  a  political  facrednefs, 
not  a  divine  ;  if  fo,  who  made  his  name  facred  ? 
Why  the  people,  in  inverting  him  with  a  truft  of 
power,  aboye  another  man,  to  preferve  their  laws, 
and  rights  inviolable  :  Therefore  all  facrednels  of 
the  King  ceafes,  together  with  obedience,  and  allegi¬ 
ance,  when  the  truft,  which  the  people  re;  ofed  in 

him,  is  violated — - -But  GOD  forbid  that  I 

fhould  be  thought  to  mention  this,  my  dear  Ameri¬ 
cans,  to  alienate  your  affc&ions  from  your  King,  ot 
draw  off  the  leaft  love,  duty,  or  reverence  to  him  : 
No  1  but  only  to  fhew  how  the  dignity  of  the  King, 
the  fecuriry  of  his  Crown,  the  tacrednefs  of  his  Per- 
fon,  the  authority  of  your  laws,  rights  and  liber? 
■jrjjjg  are  all  cffentially  from  the  power  of  the  peopie 
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And  fince  you  fee  that  your  own  power  is  your 
lecunty  which  you  place  in  you*  Reprefentatives,  as 
the  guardians  of  your  authority  and  rights  in 
your  Houje  of  Commons ,  as  the  bulwarks  of  your 
Strength,  and  the  walls  of  your  defence  from  any  in- 
novauon. — -That  your  rights,  as  a  people  ;  your 
bleffings,  as  fubjeds  ;  and  your  children’s  rights,  as 
their  inheritance,  might  be  inviolable  fecured  by  the 
garrison  of  your  own  ftrength,  from  all  invading- 
arbitrary  power  ;  and  tranfmitted  down,  as  the 
flower  of  life,  and  the  beauty  of  bleffings,  to  all 
rifing  generations.  Tec  me  alk, 


Will  the  Americans  lofe  thefe  rights  ?  The 
rights  their  fore-fathers  lived  and  died,  fought  and 
•  bled,  to  obtain  for  them  ?  Will  you  not  ftrugoJe 
for  them,  with  all  the  life,  fpiric  and  foul  %f 

Americans  ?• — ■ - Or  will  you  tamely  fubmit,  by 

P  fP‘.r't  co°*  indifferency,  to  loofe  them  all,  and 
admit  the  key  of  all  your  previledges  in  the  hands  ' 
of  an  arbitrary  enemy  ? 

I  f  the  light  of  the  morning  is  fweet ;  if  the 
bleffings  of  the  day  is  deferable  ;  if  the  happinefs  of 
the  objed  we  love,  is  the  foul  of  our  thoughts,  and 
the  ardent  wilh  of  the  mind  —  But  what  is  the 
light  of  the  morning  ?— The  bleffings  of  the  day  ? 
The  ardent  wilh  for  happinefs,  if  we  have  not  the 
liberty  of  enjoyment  ?— — — Let  me  therefore 
flddrefs  you  with  all  feeling  fenfation,  with  all  the  ear- 
neftnefs  and  affedion  of  one,  who  efteems  your 
happinefs,  as  one  of  the  higheft  bleffings  of  his  exift- 
encc,  if  there  be  any  thing  dear  to  youin  life  ;  dear  to 
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your  children,  or  children  children  in  the  prefent 
Hate;  or  in  the  view  of  ages  yet  unborn;  may  I 
now  be  lo  happy  as  to  touch  thofe  facred  wheels, 
and  make  every  heart  burn,  and  every  bofom  glow’, 
with  fiery  zeal,  and  fpirit,  for  your  LIBERTY  ? 
lr  the  lives,  if  the  death,  if  the  blood  of  your  fore¬ 
fathers,  who  waded  through  feas  of  harrow,  floods  of 
tears,  faced  dangers,  and  fought  and  died  for  you 
Wit  a  becoming  zeal,  and  fortitude,  can  inlpire  you : 

Way,  if  there  be  any  of  the  noble  fpirit,  life  and 
ientiment  of  your  progenitors ,  remaining  in  you  as  the 
hereditary  inheritance  of  your  forefathers,  lhew 
yourfelves  worthy  of  fuch  fathers,  fucfi  friends,  iuch 
patrons  of  LIBERTY:  Nor  fuffer  the  fair 
tree,  with  all  her  beautiful  branches,  bending  with 
every  bleffing  of  peace  and  profperity  to  you  and 
your  children,  to  be  rooted  up  by  a  power  which 
has  no  more  right  to  alter  your  laws,  deftroy  your 
lioerties,  or  tax  your  properties,  than  they  have 
to  cut  your  throats . 

Have  I  need  now  to  fay,* 

Rouse!  Stand!  And  take  the  ALARM  ! 
You  are  now  in  eminent  danger  of  lofincr  (after 
many  other  Ioffes)  the  life,  foul,  and  capitol  of  all 
your  right  and  liberties  :  Namely,  the  power  of  not 
only  making ,  placing ,  ox  payings  your  own  Governor 
but  now  of  paying  your  Judges,  who  are,  or 
mould  be,  the  guardians  of  your  laws,  and  the  pillars 
of  your  political  life.  The  plan  is  laid,  the  founda¬ 
tion  is  fixed,  to  make  them  dependant  for  place  and 
payment,  upon  the  arbitrary  will,  and  power  of  the 
Britifh  mini  (fry  ;  njpon  that  power  that  has  for  years 
been  feeking  the  deftrudiibn  of  your  rights.  If  you 

C  fuffer ' 
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fu-ffer  this,  then  farewel  the  olive  branch  that  has  fo 
iweetly  fpread  j  and  the  peaceful  Dove  that  has 
hovered  fo  long  over  you  •,  for  then  you  and  your 
children  are  Sieves  at  once.  Then  taxation  on 
taxation  will  follow,  until  your  lands  become  feizable 
by  your  taskmasters,  under  pretence  of  law. 


But  was  this  deftrudive  arbitrary  power  exerted 
by  the  King,  Lords,  or  Commons  of  England,  as  a 
legijlative  body,  it  might  perfuade  home  fools  to 
die  slaves.  But  when  it  plainly  appears  to  be  the 
bafe  power  of  the  miniftry,  dictated  by  L~d  B— e, 
who,  it  is  to  be  feared,  loves  not  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  notwithftanding  he  is  fo  greatly  in  his 
favour.  However  this  may  be,  we  are  fure  that  he 
loves  not  the  rights  of  the  people  £  but  that  he  has 
been  aiming  for  years,  both  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  arid  more  efpecially  in  the  mini  e- 
rial  Cabinet,  to  deftroy  the  ancient  rights  of  t  e 
Subjects.  Has  he  not  already  fo  far  turned  the  heart 
of  the  King  againft  his  own  fubjeds,  that  he  will  nos 
hear  them,  though  they  petition  with  tears  at  his 
feet  ?  Has  he  not  likewife  turned  the  hearts  of  the 
heft  of  fubjeds  in  too  great  a  meafure  agamit  their 

King  ? 


Is  it  any  breach  of  charity  to  think  that  L  -J>  B--e 
ntends  hereby  the  overthrow  both  of  king  and  State  ; 
:o  bring  on  a  revolution,  and  to  place  aaot  ier  w icun 
more  nearly  allied  to  upon  the  Throne,  (for^^ 
snows  his  laft  errand  abroad)  •,  but  ho™eve  ‘h‘S 
mav  be  at  prefent  a  fecret,  yet  if  he  does  not  aim  at 
he  dethroning  the  King,  yet  fuch  proceedings 
&  end  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  hbemes^th. 
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people  ;  and  the  one  will  certainly  bring  on  the 
other.  He  thinks  they  have  too  much  liberty,  and 
therefore  has  long  aimed  to  infringe  their  liberty, 
perfuading  the  King,  that  he  has  a  divine  right/ to 
be  difpotic  ;  and  that  the  people  ought  to  fubmit  to 

his  will  and  pleafure  as  his  lubjedts 

Hence  we  fee  the  fame  unfeeling  fpirit  in  the K— , 
a^ainft  theories  and  tears  of  his  people,  as  there  was  in 
Rehoboam  and  in  Cnar les  the  firft,  which  brought  upon 
him  fwift  deftrudion,  the  fate  he  deferved— the  fate 
I  wifh  fays  one,  that  every  imitator  of  tyranmcal^pow- 
er  may  feel.  For,  {fays  a  late  writer  to  thv.  King^ 
“  the  experiment  has  already  been  maae  by  one 
C6  tyrant,  and  the  event  proved  fatal  to  his  ramily  \ 
<g  it  is  my  fincereft  with,  (fays  he)  that  eve»y  imi¬ 
tator  may  (hare  his  fate’9.  And  lure  I  am,  it  is 
loyalty  to  revere  the  laws  andrights  of  the  people, 
above  the  power  of  any  Sovereign.  How  mu^h 
more  then  is  it  the  right,  and  previledge  of  a  people, 
to  defpife  the  defpotic  power  of  any  man,  or  men 
in  union,  who  attempts  by  intereft,  power  and  bribe¬ 
ry,  to  deftroy  the  ancient  rights  of  America,  by  mak¬ 
ing  the  King  arbitrary,  or  the  miniftry  defpotic,  ana 
com  manding  their  will, by  a  bloody  military  force  ?  the 
truth  thereof  remains  fealed  by  a  bloody  massacre 

in  your  own  ftreets. - Remember  the^voice  is  ouu~ 

er  than  that  which  reached  to  heaven,  tor  it  js 
not  bearly  the  voice  of  your  brothers  blood,  which 
crieth  to  you  from  the  ground,  but  it  is  the  united 
voice  of  the  blood  of  your  brethren  which  ipeaAS. 

Refill  !  Stand  alarm’d  !  Your  lives,  and  liberties, 

are 

*  As  fpiritlefs  SLAVES  were  ufed  to  do,  in  the  reign  cf 
the  family  of  the  Sts  ward  s« 
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a.e  all  at  flake.  And  can  an  American  now  ftand 
neuter  when  every  blefiing  that  is  dear  and  valuable 
calls  him  to  exert  his  zeal  ?  Though  you  cannot 
prevent  the  unconft.tutional  defign  of  the  arbitrary 
.power  of  the  Br.tilh  mmiftry  ;  yet  you  have  an  un- 
ciouoted  right  ro  refill  and  prevent  their  reieming 

Zl  and  'rights.'"'118  y°U  "  'h'  V“>la,io" 

What,  my  dear  Americans,  will  nothin^  but 
an  immediate  land-tax  alarm  you  ?  .Wifi  vou 

«a.t  u„."  ,hey  do,oyo»«  tb  do  in  England,  ttxrtS 

light  of  heaven  upon  you  *  l  The  trees  of  the 
field  ?  And  every  cup,  and  glafs  of  mercy,  that 
heaven  bellows  upon  you  ?  Do  you  fee  no  dagger  ? 
Notwuhltanciing  your  harbours  are  blockaded 
againftyou:  Your  caftle  fecurtd  from  you  ?  Courts 
of  admiralty  flrecched  upon  you  ?  Your  lives  del 
itroy  d  ?  Revenues  impofed  upon  you  ?  Military 
power  oppreffing  you  ?  Your  charter  violated  ? 
Your  Governor,  f  and  your  Judges  independent 
of  you  ?  the  ftrength  and  finews  of  your  conftitu- 
tion  decaying  ?  And  the  very  life  and  foul  of  your 

liberties  daily  departing  ? - Can  the  foul  of  an 

Amercan  fee  this  and  not  fed  ?— And  not  bleed  > 
See  this  and  be  filent  !  1  !  _ . 

For  is  there  not  an  ad  already  made  that  de¬ 
prives  the  Americans  of  their  very  cxiftence  in 
America  .  Surely  that  frame,  (or  being,  if  he  may* 

Window  lights  to  your  houfes  ! 

*  Jf0Ur  f  r  be  your  Servant,  not  the  M _ vs 

Slave  for  my  part  I  always  think  that  Kings  and  Governors 

f  thf  law  of,CT°d  .and  nature  people’s  fervants,  to  be 

made  and  unmade  by  them  and  aniwerable  only  to  them. 
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be  fo  called)  mull  be  worfe  than  Cain,  when  ban- 

ifhed  from  GOD - Who  does  not  feel  ?- — Who 

does  not  hear  (to  e*prefs  the  fentiment  of  Dodtor 
Warren)  the  voice  of  their  forefathers  blood  cry 
from  the  ground — <c  Ye  Sons  of  America,  fcorn 
to  be  Slaves*” 

Ha  R  K  !  The  voice,  the  eccho  cries,— quit 

yourielves  like  men,  be  ftrong  : - Remember 

<c  the  tyranny  we  fled  from  the  fears  we  had 
44  the  tears  we  (bed  the  trials  we  endured 
cc  the  liberty  we  fought.  Here  is  lib- 

,c  e  r  t  y  the  fair  flower  of  all  our  hope,  and 
<c  life  of  all  our  blifs  :  Take  her — clafp  her 
u  in  your  arms — keep  her  in  your  bofom — pre- 
cc  ferve  her— and  bring  her  with  you,  or  fee  our 
u  face  no  more.” 

V  '  ' 

For  remember,  my  dear  aflociates  in  life,  and 
friends  of  liberty,  that  as  the  natural  body  is  on¬ 
ly  in  health,  and  vigour,  when  every  organ  is  def- 
pofed  to  adf  its  part  :  So  the  body  politic  can 
only  be  in  health,  and  profper,  when  every  mem- 
ber  unites  regularly,  and  ardently,  to  preferve  the 

previledges  of  the  whole.- - Surely  then  you 

cannot  but  have  a  high  relifh  for  your  national 
felicity,  and  a  due  concern  to  maintain  it  againft 
all  encroachments. 

One  would  naturally  think,  that  every  ki ha¬ 
bitant  of  America,  fenfible ,  of  his  own  felicity, 
would,  with  a  warm,  and  chearful  heart,  prevent 
every  power  that  may  oppofe  it.  For  if  you 
can  content  yourfelves  to  think  with  any  degree 
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of  coldnefs  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  that  you  are, 
by  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Britilh.  miniftry, 
bound  like  Abner ,  the  fon  of  Ner,  to  a  paflive 
obedience,  and  non-refiftance,  when  they,  who 
fliould  be  the  guardians  of  your  liberties,  are  vio¬ 
lating  your  laws,  and  difpofing  of  your  properties 
to  agrandize  themfelves  ;  then  know  this,  that 
like  Abner ,  you  may  expect  to  die  :  And  died  Abner 
as  a  fool  dieth.  This  will  foon  convince  you 
that  the  intereft  of  your  right  is  of  more,  of .  in- 
infinitely  more  importance  to  you,  than  the  right 
that  any  particular  man  can  claim,  fuppofing  him 
to  be  defcended  from  a  thoufand  Kings. 

Had  the  King  of  England  conquered  this 
country,  and  put  your  forefathers  in  the  pofteflion 
of  it  by  military  expcncc,  and  force,  there  might 
be  fome  plea  of  right  to  tax  you.  *  But  when  it  is 
plain  that  your  forefathers  conquered  it,  without 
their  aid,  in  the  face  of  danger,  diftrefs  and 
deaths.  Therefore  every  right  of  King,  minifter, 
or  parliament,  to  rule  over  you  without  your  con- 
fent,  muft,  in  juftice,  ceafe  forever.  And  fhall  a 
people,  whom  your  forefathers  (for  their  tyranny, 
left  behind  them,  when  they  came  to  the  American 
wilds,  in  the  face  of  favage  frowns,  to  feek  peace, 
liberty  and  love)  rile  up  to  tax  your  properties, 
and  deftroy  your  rights  ;  and  take  away  your  in¬ 
heritance,  as  a  people  ? - Heaven  forbid  it  ! — For 

what  is  this  but  robbery  ? — And  what  is  more 
amazing — muft  that  people  be  fuffered  to  deftroy 

the 

'*  And  fome  plea  might  be  then  made  of  holding  your  lands 
under  the  tenure  of  the  crown  of  England  ;  but  remember 
the  land  was  only  obtained  by  your  forefathers  purchafe, 
blood  and  power,  and  therefore  the  right  is  in  yourfelves. 
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the  liberties  of  agrowing  Empire,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  their  dignity,  life,  and  exiftence,  as  a  j 
commercial  people,  depends  fo  much  upon  your  re¬ 
mittance  and  treafure  ro  them.  For  their  life  of 
trade,  if  not  their  exiftence,  as  a  nation,  is  bound  up 
in  your  life,  and  profperity.  And  yet  fhall  Ameri¬ 
cans  fuffer  a  death-ftroke  to  her  indubitable  rights  • 
Stand  alarmed.  Oh  ye  Americans  !  And  hold 
the  fceptre  of  your  rights  in  the  hands  of  your 
own  authority;  your  fpirit  ;  your  military  know¬ 
ledge;  your  arms.— Your  generalftup  is  not  un¬ 
known.  Honour  your  mother  country  ;  break  no 
connexion  with  her  •,  nor  take  no  priviledge  from 
her  •,  nor  let  her  take  any  from  you. 


If  {he  is  in  debt,  and  thereby  in  diftrefs,  and 
wants  money  to  buy  bread  for  her  children  give 
her  freely  ;  but  let  her  not  steal  the  rights  of 
your  donation.  Let  her  American  children  be  hap¬ 
py  in  the  boflotn  of  their  mother  ;  but  let  her  not 
Wet  her  bowels,  as  a  parent  ;  nor  think  to  be 
happy  in  piercing  the  bofom,  and  bowels  of  her 

own  children. 


I  ^ 

Love,  reverence,  and  obey  your  King.  But 
let  it  be  in  the  full  enioyment  of  your  rights  ;  and  in 
the  full  poffeffion  of  your  charter  liberties.^  Stand 
therefore  for  the  defence  of  the  people,  ye  Boftont- 
an  fons  of  liberty,  who  are  the  original  poliucal^  key, 
and  capital,  of  the  whole  Continent  :  Only  Know 
your  own  power,  and  importance,  and  exert  it. 
And  1st  the  world  fee  {if  there  be  any  need  for  it) 
that  you  dare  to  let  your  Governor,  your  Judges,  and 
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your  Council  know  that  you  afk  no  favour  of  them  ; 
y  aik  your  own  you  demand  your  riohts 

ifnnd  'r  thuy  d^re  ?  dePrive  the  people  of  them,  or 
opprefs  them,  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  by 

confeut.og  to  any  laws,  of  Britifh  arbitrary  power, 

not  hnr'T $  J°U?  right^  :  The  C0^equeLe  can- 
but  be  fatal  to  themfelves. 


V  I 

Shew  your  zeal  like  men; - and 

_ 1  •  9 


1*1  £  "  •  *IJw£I  y  ~  1 

liKe  a  rree,  and  virtuous  people  ; 


your  lives 

ments  grave  and  folid,  like  fenators  *1 _ your 

hearts  like  brethren  ; - y0Ur  hands  like  friends ; 

forhwTi?  nC  ^arri0rS  (if  k  muft  be’  bul  heaven 

Ju  °  j  1iC.fll°,U  d  5  )  yet  rather  than  LIBERT  r 
ould  bleed  to  death,  and  follow  you  to  judgment 
quit  yourfelves  like  men  of  valour— be  ftrfng— 
unite  hand,  and  heart  .—The  caufe  is  godd-l_ 
you  feek  your  own  rights,  the  legacy  of  your 
forefathers.  With  life  and  fpirit  fet  up  your  ftan- 
,dard  !  Engrave  the  motto  / - May  it  be  thus  : 

LIBERTY, 

life,  or 

death. 


Yet  if  you  can,  after  all  the  alarms  from 
the  prefs,  and  pulpit,  of  thefe  dark  defies 
againft  America,  and  in  the  day-light  of  ySur 
danger,  fuffer  the  opprefiion  of -arbitrary  power- 
a  power,  that  has  no  right  to  fpeak  to  you  of 
"  law>  without  your  confent,  much  lefs  to  command 
you  to  obey  :  If  you  fuffer  this  unjuft,  unconfti- 
'fputional  minillerial  power,  to  violate  your  laws, 

if'  •  and 
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fc)h  Americans,  never  complain  if  y»u  fhculd  live  . 
to  fee  cruel  Maty’s  bloody  Bonners,  or  hat  accurkd  i 
creature  J, titt  Jeffry's  days  revive  %  but  fuppole 
that  mercy  fhould  prevent  luch  a  blooey  feene  in 
America  :  Y  when  cne  laws  and  rights  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  are  cie  IroyV ,  I  do.  n  it  <e«  what  it  is  they  may 
nor.  fear.  But  be  this  as  tt  may — you  may  surely 
fear  this,  namely,  your  eftat.es  being  ftiz’rl,  your 
goods  Confiica:  cl,  your  persons  imprifon’d,  your 
prop-fir.'  to  c’d  from  you  ;  the  power  of  B  th  ips 
eftabffhed,  tpi  ritual  cotrts  ere&ed,  convocations 
and  flar-chambt'  s  aii  leulcd  ;  when  the  full  autuo- 
rjty  of  arbitrary  power  is  accomplilhed.  Your 
Governor  has  already  f though  molt  rdpetfably  ad- 
dfefs’d,)  given  you"  no  fmall  proof  by  whom  he  is 
dictated,  ai  d  by  what  authority  he  is  determined  to 
rule  over  you,  how  little  he  values  you  !  I  had  al- 
molt  laid,  how  much  he  deipiles  you  !  I  hough 
perhaps  he  may  little  think  that'  when  he  departs 
from  fupporting  your  rights  as  a  people,  you  are 

under  no  duty  or  obedience  to  him  as  G - r 

though  the  King  has  (which  by  the  way  was  not  over 
and  above  ho  left  in  the  Cro  vn-to  take)  a  right  to 
choofe  your  Governor  ;  it  only  impowers  the  Go¬ 
vernor  to  rule  by  your  own  laws  ;  and  that  you  are 
tinder  no  obligation  to  obey  him,  if  he  either  propo- 
ies,  encourages,  or  acquiefces  in  any  infringements 
of  your  laws  and  rights  •,  for  have  you  not  a  right,  to 
be  juftlv  incenfed  agamft  that  Governor  that 
does'  not  fupport  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  for  while 
he  act-  in  violation  to  the  laws  of  the  people,  they 
are  in  juftice  under  no  obligation  by  law  to  him  ;  tor 
it  is  right  in  the  people  to  revere  their  laws  above 
®  J3  their 
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their  Governor,  or  King. - Nor  can  I  fe~ 

why  a  Governor  who  deftroys  the  rights  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  departs  from  the  truft  repofcd  in  him,  may 
not  be  juftly  try’d  for  treafon  againft  the  ftate  and 
community,  as  well  as  any  other  fubjed  who  violates 
the  laws.  Was  not  King  Charles  tryM  and  con- 
dem  d  for  breaking  through  the  facred  rights  of  the 
people,  and  fome  perfons  are  free  enough  to  wifh 
that  every  King  and  Governor  that  afts  with  the 
fame  principles,  may  fhare  the  fame  fate  ;  for  is  it 
not  better  that  one  Man  fhould  die,  than  the  whole 
nation  lliould  perifli  ? — -Therefore  if  there  be  any 
vein,  any  nerve,  any  foul,  life  or  fpirit  of  liberty  in 
the  ions  of  America,  fhew  your  love  for  u— guard 
your  freedom — prevent  your  chains — Hand  up  for 
your  rights  :  For  as  your  late  memorable  orator  de 
dares  "none  but  thofe  who  feta  juft  value  upon 
the  bleffings  of  liberty,  are  worthy  to  enjoy  HhR”. 
And  he  very  nobly  adds  your  forefathers  were  her 
“  zealous  votaries — when  the  blafted  frowns  of  ty- 
ranny  dtove  her  from  public  view  ;  they  clafp’d 
“  her  in  their  arms,  they  cherifned  her  in  their  ge- 
cc  nerous  bofoms  ,•  they  brought  her  fafe  o'er  me 
rough  ocean,  and  fi her  feat  in  this  then  dreary 
wildernefs  ;  they  nurfed  her  infant  age  wi:h  the 
<c  moll  tender  care  ^  for  her  fake  they  bore  the  fe- 
tc  vereft  h ardflni ps  *,  for  her  fupport  they  underwent 
tc  the  mod  rugged  toils  ;  in  her  defence  they  bold- 
4i  ly  encountered  the  moft  alarming  dangers,  nti- 
“  ther  the  ravenous  hearts,  nor  the  more  furious 
u  lavages  of  the  wildernefs,  could  damp  their  ar- 
4C  dour — Whilft  with  one  hand  they  broke  the  ftub- 
45  born  glebe,  with  the  other  they  grafp’d  rheir 

“  weapons* 
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“  weapons,  ever  ready  to  protect  her  from  danger _ _ 

God  profpered  their  valour  !  they  enjoyed  her 
while  they  liv’d,  and  dying  bequeathed  the  dear 
inheritance  to  your  care.  And  as  they  left  you 
this  glorious  legacy,  they  have  undoubtedly  tranf- 
m  it  ted  to  you  home  portion  of  their  noble  fpiric 
to  infpire  you  with  virtue  to  merit  her,  and  cou- 
t^ge  to  pieferve  her”.  You  furely  cannot  with 
fuch  examples  as  theie  before  your  eyes,  fuffer  your 
liberties  to  be  taken  from  you  by  a  lawlefs  force, 
which  mufl  certainly  be  the  cafe,  if  you  rtiould  fuf- 

ier  jour  Judges  to  become  independant:  upon 

you* 

¥ 

In  fhort  it  is  more  for  America  to  lofe  her  liberties 
than  all  the  world  befides ;  inafmuch  as'  fhe  never 
was  in  bondage  to  any,  and  as  her  liberties  were  dea¬ 
rer  bought,  ar.d  harder  obtained,  than  the  liberties 

°l  an^  natlon  llPon  earth,  and  ought  therefore  in 
proportion,  to  be  efLemed  the  more  precious.  For 

1  Y'JU  y°ur  Judges  to  become  independant, 

t  ten  mourn  in  briny  tears  the  loft,  the  fatal  lofs 
Qi  >?our  natural  rights  and  LIBERTY! 

7'hen  in  vain  will  be  the  voice  and  cry  of  your 
forefather  s  blood  !  Nay,  in  vain  they  met  the 
frowns  of  tyrants,  crofs’d  the  boifterous  ocean, 
and  fought  with  barbarous  favages— foughc  a  new 
world— prepared  it  with  the  labours  of  life,  and 
iealed  it  with  their  death,  as  the  happy  refidence  of 
liberty.— — In  vain  they  fought— in  vain  they 
bled— -in  vain  they  died— in  vain  they  fettled 
Amenca,  if  tneir  offspring  want  valour  to  repel 
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the  afiaults  of  their  invaders - - If  your  judges, 

forth  dr  fidelity, .  and  by  tneir  conftant  a  tending 
your  courts  of  judicature,  merit  larger  ialaries, 
I  ke  men  of  generous  fentiments,  of  merit,  and. 
fidelity ^  reward  them  according  to  their  labours. 
For  is  it  nor.  reafdnable  that  the  Judges  of  your  Su¬ 
perior  Court  fhould  be  as  completely  independent 
upon  the  crown  of  GreatTrltain,  the  King,  or  his 
Mmiftry,  as  the  judges  of  England  are  -s  that  the 
fctpfre  of  juft  ice  might  be  held  with  an  unbiased 
hand  and  heart  between- the  King  and  the  people  r 
Surely  then  it  huff  be  an  ini  off  rable  innovation 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  make  their  Judges 
henceforth  to  depend  on  the  Crown,  and  the  will 
of  the  Mini  dry  for  their  Jalanes.  What  is  this 
but  taking  the  key  of  the  laws  and  rights  of  Ame¬ 
ricans  into  their  hands  ?  Therefore  uke  a  vigilant 
care  of  your  rights',  and  tranfmie  tnem  fafe  to  poi- 
poftritv,  remember  you  can  call  nothing  really 
your  own,  while  a  is  kit  at  the  uncertain  dilpofc 
of  another. 


Slav  e  r  y  always  follows  deep  and  in- 
differenev,  as  deftrudlion  follows  divifion.  Let  there 

1  •  f.  j  7 

be  no  diftindtion  known,  but  ail  tree  men. 
Modes  of  religion  are  not  the  point,  it  is  c.v  ! 
rights,  and  liberties  that  is  the  dear  inheritance  in 
queftion.  And  ftiould  any  difpure,  upon  the 

beauties,  and  paradiie  of  religion,  hinder  thefe 
]  paradaifical  bleffing  from  the  people  *,  therefore  as 
j  men,  as  freemen  firmly  bound  together  by  the 
jj  fame  rights— alarmed  by  the  lame  dangers — vnnt  d 

in  the  fame  general  happineis — promoting  the 
1  .  ,  '  ;  *  fame 
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fame  bleffing  of  liberty,  fhould  not  your  hearts 
be  as  the  heart  of  one  man,  firmly  fi^  d  with 
ardour,  love  and  affection,  upon  the  grand  object, 
with  a  vehement  regard  to  preierve  your  rights, 
and  liberties,  like  the  mountains  of  Zion, which  can 
never  be  moved. 

Give  me  leave  to  cl  A  rny  addrefs,  with  tnofe 
noble  lines  of  that  ever  memorable  patron  ol  the 
rights  of  America,  *  whole  fentimems  of  liberty 
defer ve  to  be  engraved  with  the  point  of  a  diamond, 
and  wrote  with  letters  of  gold  upon  the  heart  of 
every  American  ;  efpecially  where  he  lays,  <cwnat- 
44  ever  kind  of  minifter  he  is  that  attempts  to  in- 
44  novate  a  fingle  iota  in  the  previledges  of  thefe 
44  colonics,  him,  i  hope,  you  will  undauntedly  op - 
44  pofe  *,  and  that  you  will  never  fuffer  yourielves 
44  to  be  cheated,  or  frightened,  intq  any  unwor- 
44  thy  compliance,  or  iubrmffion,  On  Inch 

44  emergencies  you  may  lurely,  without  prefump- 
44  tion,  believe  that  Almighty  GOD,  himfelf,  wnl 
44  look  down  upon  your  righteous  conteft  with 
44  approbation  * — feu  will  be  a  44  band  of  b'/  others, 
ie  commented  by  the  deartft  ties,  and  ftrengthned 
44  with  the  inconceivable  fupplies  ol  force  and  con- 
c<  ftancy,  by  that  fympathetic  ardour,  which  ant- 
44  mates  good  men,  confederated  in  a  good  caufe. 

Your  honour  and  welfare  will  be,  as  they  now 
44  are,  molt  intimately  concerned.  And  befides, 
C4  you  are  defigned,  by  divine  providence,  in  the 
44  appointed  order  of  things,  the  protectors  of  unborn 
44  ages,  whofe  fate  depends  on  your  virtue, 

44  whether 
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Jirefh  m  ,hfy  filali  r:fe’  t,1e  Serous  and  in- 
«  ,pi’,tab'e  h.e.trs  at  fi,e  n°ble(t  patrimonies,  or 
the  darftaidlv,  and  hereditary  drudges  of  im¬ 
pious  tafk-fnafters  ;  you  muji  determine 

j;  To  discharge  this  double  duty  to  your- 
«  t  '  ?’  10  your  P°fterity>  you  have  nothing 

fenfe  and'f  -°-  [  im°  ufe>  the  good 

i  n  >,  and  fpirir,  0f  which  you  are  poffefs’d  • 
you- have  nothing  to  do  but  to  con  Juft  your 
afla.rs  pcaceaoly— prudently— firmly— jointly. 

“  ‘rJrr  tbf  meam  y°U  Wiil  fuPP°rt  the  cha- 

et  r  •  ,  of  fr^-mek,  Without  lofincr  that  of 
C(  fa'r;fu!  lubJeds>  one  of  the  be  ft  under  a  Brit- 
(t  ’  a  gownment.  You  will  prove  that  Ameri- 

te  ^anS  ,  ,t!:at.  triie  magnamity  of  foal,  tha' 

can  relent  injuries,  without  falling  into  a  ra-e  • 

„  that  l,J0»gh  your  devotion  to  Great-* 

,{  n/ain’  !S  tue  m,:^  affcftionate,  yet  you  can 
ma  e  P1  cP'r  diftinchons,  and  know  how  to  va’ue 
yourielves,  as  well  as  her.  You  will  at  the  lame 
ime  that  you  a  ivance  your  intereft,  advance  your 

„  ppntation  you  will  convince  the  world  of  the 

jultice  cf  your  demands,  and  the  purity  of  vour 
<t  ,nteDt'0l>s;  while  all  mankind  muft  w  th  uncea- 
fl  ,§  3PPlaV'es>own  that  you  indeed  dcferve  hberty 
<(  f0  wel1  undtrftand  it— fo  pationatdy  love  u 
fu  temperately  enjoy  it,  and  (o  wifely,  bravely  and 
virtuoufly  aflert,  maintain  and  defend  it. 

t 
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For  my  own  part  I  am  refolved  to  contend  for 
the  liberty,  delivered  down  to  me  by  my  ancef- 

*■  C(  tors. 
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tors,  but  whether  I  fhall  do  it  effe&ually  or  not, 
depends  on  you  my  countrymen.  However  lit¬ 
tle  Soever  one  is  able  to  write,  yet  when  the 
liberties  or  ones  country  are  threatned  it  is  flail 
more  difficult  to  be  filenc. 


He  adds  feemingiy  by  way  of  Poftfcripr--“  Is 
‘  there  noc  the  ftrongeft  probability,  that  if  the 
**  univerial  fenfes  of  thefe  colonies  is  immediately 
exprefled  by  indrufhons  to  their  agents  on  the 
fubjefr,  and  by  petitioning  to  the  crown  and 
parliament  for  redreis,  thefe  meafu res  will  have 

“  thc  fam-  fuccefs  now,  that  they  had  in  the  time 
“  of  the  Stamp-Ad”  ? 

As  this  effay  upon  liberty  was  intended  ro  con¬ 
firm  the  proceedings  of  the  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boftcn,  wherein  the 
origin,  iource  and  life  of  the  civil  rights,  and  liber- 
ties  of  the  Americans,  are  fet  forth  with  fuch 
engagements  of  mildnds,  force  of  fentiment  and 
thc  beauties  of  eloquence,  that  commands  in  every 
iiooic  mind,  the  birthright  pallion  of  liberty,  riaht, 
and  property.  '  ® 

iN  the  fccond  page,  the  writer  observes,  that  the 
natu;a!  tights  ofcolonifts  are  thefe,  “a  right  to  life, 
e'  liberty,  and  property,  and  a  right  to  defend  and 
“  fuppcrc  them”,  in  page  fifth  they  obkrve,  that 
the  natural  liberty  cf  Man  is  to  be  free  from  any 
fuptr.or  power  on  earth,  and  net  to  be  under  ;he 
will  and  legiflative  authority  of  Man  ;  bur  to  have 
the  law  of  nature  for  his  rule.  In  page  the  eighth, 
that  tins  inciereaaable,  natural  right  or  the  people, 

was 
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was  obtained  by  the  Britons  fword  in  hand  of  King 

John,  cal!  ed  the  Brit dli  Magna  Charta  ;  and  per- 
adventure  it  mud  be  one  day  fword  in  hand  again 
refeued  and  preiervtd  from  total  deftrinSion  and 
oblivion.  And  in  page  ninth,  that  all  perfons  born 
in  the  Biitifh  american  colonies  are  declared  to  be 
Intitled  to  the  fame  natural,  eflential,  inherent  rights 
and  liberties,  as  thofejubjefts  born  ii  Great- Bri¬ 
tain,  and  that  the  legiftative  has  no  right  to  abfoiute 
arbitrary  power  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the 
people  And  in  page  tenth,  juftly  obferves,  “  that 
“  there  (hguld  be  me  rule  of  juilice  for  rich  and  poor  \ 
u  for  ’he  favourite  at  court ,  and  the  countryman  at  the 

plough* 

The  fupreme  power  cannot  juftly  take  from 
any  Man,  any  part  of  his  property  without  his  con- 
fent,  in  perfon  or  by  his  reprefentative.  And  in 
page  eleven,  they  fay,  “  what  liberty  can  there  be, 
where  property  is  taken  away  without  con  fent”. 
And  in  page  fifteen,  that  fuch  a  power  is  altogether 
unconftitutional,  and  entirely  deftru&ive  to  their 
fecufity,  which  we  have  a  right  to  enjoy,  and  to 
the  lalt  degree  not  only  dangerous  to  our  property, 
but  to  our  lives.  And  in  page  fixteen  obferves, 
“  thus  our  houfes  and  even  our  bed-chambers  are 
««  expofed  to  be  ranfack’d,  our  boxes,  chefts,  and 
u  trunks  broke  open,  ravaged  and  plundered,  by 
perfons,  wtiom  no  prudent  man  would  venture 
«  to  employ  as  a  menial  lervant,  and  yet  thele  men 
u  as  officers  may  under  the  colour  of  law,  and  th* 
64  cloak  of  a  general  warrant,  break  through  the 

C4  facred  rights  of  the  domicil,  raniack  men’s  houfes, 

deftroy 
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“  dcftroy  their  fecurities,  carry  off  their  property, 

“  and  with  little  danger  to  themfelves,  commit  the 
“  molt  horrid  murder”. 

♦  ■  - 

In  page  nineteen,  after  obferving,  that  the  inde~ 
pendency  of  the  Governor  upon  the  general  aflem- 
bly  for  his  fupport,  and  his  dependance  on  the 
crown  of  Britain,  to  have  his  falary  out  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  revenus  paid  him  with  augmentation,  that 
thereby  the  ancient  connection  between  him  and 
this  people  is  weakened,  and  confidence  in  the  Go¬ 
vernor  leffoned,  the  equilibrium  deftroyed,  and  the 
conflitution  eflentiaily  altered  :  But  he  adds,  we 
look  upon  it  as  highly  probable,  from  the  belt  in¬ 
telligence  we  are  able  to  obtain,  that  not  only  our 
Governor  and  lieutenant  Governor,  but  the  Judges 
of  the  fuperior  court  of  Judicature,  as  alfo  the  King's 
attorney  and  folicitor  general,  are  to  receive  their 
fupport  from  this  grievous  tribute  5  this  will  if  ac~ 
complifhed  complete  our  flavery’k 

Thus  you  fee,  that  the  defpotic  arbitrary  power 
of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  are  determined  (if  your  own 
lpirit  and  power  dots  not  prevent  them)  to  make  a 
prey  of  every  blefiing  that  Heaven  has  beftowed 
upon  you. 

I  (hall  add  no  more,  but  the  dying  advice  of  an 
ancient  warrior,  near  two  thouland  years  ago  to  his 

funs,  as  my  bed  advice  to  you. - <cMy 

ions  (fays  he)  my  life  is  drawing  to  an  end  ;  but  • 
I  am  now  to  charge  you,  upon  my  blefiing  before 

1  leave  you,  that  you  Hand  firm  to  the  cauls  that 

E  your 
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your  father,,  and  your  forefathers  have  aflerted  be¬ 
fore  you,  without  daggering  or  fhrinking.  Re¬ 
member  what  I  have  told  you,  and  do  as  I  have 
advifed  you,  do  your  ucmoft  to  fupporc  the  laws 
and  rights  of  your  country,  and  to  reftore  the  or¬ 
der  ot  a  nation  that  wants  but  little  of  being 
fwallowed  up  in  confufion  ;  have  nothing  to  do  with 
thole,  that  either  for  fear  or  intereft  have  betray’d 
ic.  Shew  yourfelves  to  be  worthy  of  fuch  a  father, 
and  descended  from  luclg  forefathers,  and  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  force  and  extremity,  carry  your  lives 
in  your  hands,  and  deliver  them  up  with  comfort, 
it  occafion  Ihould  require  it,  in  defence  of  the 
rights  of  your  country  ^  confidering  with  yourfelves, 
that  this  is  the  way  to  preferve  you  in  God’s  favor, 
and  fhall  not  that  which  Heaven  and  Earth  has 
bellowed  upon  you  be  dear  to  you  ? — For,  in  con- 
fideration  of  fo  unfhaken  a  virtue,  he  will  in  time 
reftore  you  to  the  liberty  of  your  forefathers  life. 

Our  bodies  it  is  true  are  mortal,  but  great  and 
generous  adions  will  make  us  immortal  in  memory, 
and  that  is  the  glory  1  would  have  you  afpire  to, 
namely,  the  glory  of  making  the  hiftory  of 
your  life  famous  to  after  ages,  by  your  illuftrious 
adions.  Be  fare  in  the  firft  place  to  agree  among 
yourfelves,  and  in  what  cafe  foever  any  one  of  you 
hath  an  advantage  over  the  reft,  give  way  to  every 
man  of  merit  in  the  bufinels  of  his  province  and 
talent.  For  example,  thofe  who  "make  a  right 
judgment  of  things,  1  advife  you  to  make  your 

counlel - as  the  belt  qualified  for  vindicating 

your  friends,  fupporting  your  laws,  and  crufhing. 

your 
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your  enemies  ;  with  one  heart,  zeal  and  love,  mind 
your  rights,  mind  your  bufinefs,  mind  your  blefiings, 
and  depend  upon  it,  all  men  of  honour  and  piety 
will  join  with  you”. 

1  add,  and  the  name  of  the  GOD  of  Jacob  de¬ 
fend  you. 
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To  the  King’s  moft  excellent 

Majesty, 


Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

A  Y  I  be  permitted,  with  reverence, 
love,  loyalty  and  affe&ion,  to  remind 
your  Majefty,  of  the  fayings  of  that 
truly  noble  pious  prelate  of  the 
church  of  England,  bifhop  Burnet, 
by  whofe  kind  interpofition,  (Angu¬ 
larly  fo,  in  the  hand  of  providence)  *  your  Majefty 
fits  upon  the  Eritifh  Throne.  The  fayings  of 
this  pious  prelate  (which  arc  worthy  to  be  en¬ 
graved  upon  the  bread  of  every  Prince,  and 
Potentate  upon  the  earth; — namely,  44  that  there 
44  is  not  any  one  thing  more  certain  and  more  evi- 
44  dent  than  that  Princes  are  made  for  the  people , 
44  and  not  the  people  for  them  ;  and  perhaps  there 
41  is  no  nation  under  heaven  that  is  more  intirely 
44  poffeffed  with  this  notion  of  Princes ,  than  the 
44  Engliflo  nation  is  at  this  age  ;  fo  that  they 
44  will  foon  he  uneafy  to  a  Prince  who  does  not 

tc  govern 

-  Having  the  principal  hand  with  his  Majefty  King  William* 
in  fettling  the  britjfh  Crown  in  the  Hanoverian  line. 
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44  govern  himfelf  by  this  maxim ,  and  in  time  grow 
44  very  unkind  to  him* . - He  likewife  adds,  j 

Phe  Prince  will  be  ever  fafe  with  his  people  t  1 
44  they  feel  they  are  Jafe  in  him”.  \ 

w  ■-  *  '  i 

*  .  / 

This  has  been  the  fafety  of  princes — the 
fecurity  of  thrones — and  the  glory  of  Kings  in  all  ] 
ages.  It  is  recorded,  to  the  immortal  honour 
ot  Conjiantine  the  great,  who  was  an  Emperor , 
a  King,  a  Briton  born,  that  he  made  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  (objects  his  peculiar  care  ;  that  his 
laws  breathed  tendernefs  to  the  unfortunate — were  ; 
replete  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  therefore  he 
was  juflly  (tiled  by  the  ancient  citizens  of  London, 
the  deliverer  of  the  city— the  founder  of  peace, 
and  the  reftorer  of  the  public  wealth.  Believeiog 
this  to  be  the  eflfential  defigns,  and  the  natural 
diftates  of  your  Majefty's  heart,  in  every  branch 
of  the  regal  feeptre  of  power  and  authority  : 

Permit  me.  Royal  Sir ,  to  remind  you 
of  a  free,  a  brave,  a  bold,  affe&ionate  and  loyal 
people  in  America,  who  in  one  of  their  confuta¬ 
tion  upon  their  rights  and  bleffings  of  liberty,  thus 
exprefs  their  loyalty  and  affe&ion  to  your  Majefty  : 

44  Our  worthy  Annceitors ,  in  a  rigorous  reign,  rather 
44  than  contend  to  blood  with  their  brethren,  left  their 
44  native  country  and  e^ery  thing  dear  in  life,  crofs’d 
44  the  wide  Atlantic,  and  feated  themfelves  in  this 
44  howling  wilderneft,  that  they  might  here  quietly* 
44  enjoy  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  they  have  en- 
44  countered  almoft  every  fpecies  of  danger  and  di- 

44  faculties,  and  frequently  watered  the  ground  on 

“  which 
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which  we  tread  with  their  blood  ;  they  were 
faithful  fervants  to  the  King  of  Kings,  and  ever 
loval  fubjefts  to  their  earthly  fovereign.  „  They 
alfo  had  the  promife  of  a  King,  for  himfelf  and 
Succeflors,  that  they  and  theirs  fhould  enjoy  all 
the  liberties  and  immunities  of  natural-born  fub- 
je&s  within  the  Realm  of  England.  Encouraged 
by  fuch  a  promife,  which  they  looked  upon  as 
facred,  they  w£re  ever  ready,  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  ability,  yea,  and  often  beyond  it,  to  affift 
the  crown  ;  never  thinking  their  lives  dear, 
when  they  could  ferve  their  King  and  country, 
even  with  the.  lofs  of  them.  Such  was  the  con- 
duff  of  our  pious  fathers,  who  now  Jfleep  in  the 
duff,  who  died  with  the  pleafing  hope  that  we  their 
children  fhould  live  free.  (Let  none  then,  as 
they  will  anfvver  it  another  day,  difturb  the  afhes 
of  thofe  Heroes,  by  felling  for  a  mefs  of  pottage, 
or  lor  a  Jefs  confederation,  their  Birthright.) 


A  N  D  aS  °ur  ^at^ers  could,  fo  can  we 
plead  our  loyalty  ;  we  ever  have  been,  we  now 
are  ready,  to  /pill  our  deareft  blood  in  defence 
^  of  our  King,  religion,  and  conffitutional  laws  ; 
but  we  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  hard  trial, 
yea  greater  than  we  can  bear,  if  we  cannot  be 
! “  ^ai*d  to  proof  of  our  loyalty,  otherwife 

;|  f  than  by  facrifjciftg  thofe  rights  and  liberties,  which 
we  prize  beyond  life  itfelf.  Such  a  faerifice  no 
||  Potentate  on  earth  has  a  right  to  require,  and 
€t  luch  a  lacrifice,  voluntarily  made,  would  be  lie- 
f  inferior  to  the  fin  of  felf-murder. 

•jr  .  [  * _ 

i!  These 
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These  are,  mofl  gracious  fovcreign,  the 
people’s,  with  their  brethren,  through  every  united 
town  in  the  Province,  who  have  been  mifrepre-  I 
iented  to  your  iMajefly  as  fadtious  and  rebellious, 
though  they  may  juftly  vie  with  any  Englifh  Tub- 
jefls  for  loyalty,  love  and  afTeflion  to  their  King. 

1  he  true  (late  of  the  cafe  is,  they  are  aggreived 
and  diftrefled  in  the  moft  tender  part,  even  to  the 
apple  of  their  eye  ;  they  are  denied  their  natural 
rights  as  a  people  ;  their  rights  as  Britifh  fubjedts  ; 
their  charter  rights  which  was  their  agreement  and 
compact  with  the  King  of  England. 

In  this  cafe  royal  Sir,  where  can  an  affedlionate, 
but  affiiuted  people  go,  but  to  the  bofom  of  their  af- 
fedlionate  Sovereign  ?  where  can  children  who  are  in 
danger  of  being  difinheiired  of  their  birth-right 
bleflings  flee  to,  but  to  the  hresft  of  their  royal  Fa¬ 
ther,  their  friend,  their  guardian,  I  had  aimed  (aid 
their  brother ,  upon  whole  royal  favor  it  much  dtpendi, 
whether  your  Majtfty’s  American  fubjedts  are  to  be 
freemen  or  Haves — whether  their  children,  and  their 
unborn  poiierity,  are  to  tile  the  ions  of  bondage ,  or 
Ions  of  that  liberty,  which  the  law  of  GOD  and  die 
law  of  nature  has  made  them  free. 

I  he y  only  afk  their  charter  rights,  and  wifh  to 
enjoy  the  full  pofleftion  of  them  as  englifh  fubjedts, 
and  juftly  think  that  your  iViajefty  is  bound  by 
promile,  by  compact,  and  by  oath  to  lecure  thde 
rights,  liberties  and  priviledges  to  them  inviolably 
firm  and  free  from  the  lead  innovation  ;  in  the  lame 
manner  that  King  David  flood  engaged  by  cove- 
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nant  to  the  people,  2  Sam.  1.  3.  “  Then  came 

all  the  tribes  of  liraei  to  Hebron,  and  fpake,  faying, 
behold  we  are  thy  bone,  and  thy  flefh  ;  lo  all  the 
elders  came  to  the  King  to  Hebron  ;  and  King 
David  made  a  league  with  them  in  Hebron  before 
JJjovah,  and  they  anointed  David  King  over  Ilrael”. 
Yet  when  Rehoboarn,  David’s  grandion,  would  not 
rrdrefs  the  people  from  their  grievances,  but  for- 
fook  his  fathers  counfel,  and  anfwered  the  people 
roughly ,  they  foon  let  him  know,  that  as  he  had  (by 
his  bad  council)  broke  his  league  and  coronation  oath 
with  them,  that  their  league  and  covenant  allegience 
to  him  was  diffolved,  though  he  was  bone  of  their 
bone,  yet  their  right  to  be  redrefs’d,  and  to  enjoy 
their  liberties,  was  much  nearer  to  them  than  their 
King ,  1  Kings  1 2.7.  And  they  fpake  unto  him,  faying. 
If  thou  wilt  be  a  Servant  unto  this  people  this  day , 
and  will  ferve  them,  and  anfwer  them,  and  fpeak 
good  words  unto  them,  then  will  they  be  the  fervants 
for  ever,  ver.  8.  But  he f or f 00k  the  counfel ef  the  old 
men  which  they  had  given  him ,  and  confulted  with  the 
young  men  that  were  grown  up  with  him,  which  ftood 
before  him,  ver .  1 6,  $0  when  they  faw  that  the  King 
hearkened  not  unto  them ,  the  people  anfwered  the  King 
faying,  what  portion  have  we  in  David,  neither  have 
we  inheritance  in  the  fon  of  Jejfe,fee  to  thine  own  houfe 
David . 

Royal  Sir,  It  is  plain  from  divine  record,  that 
the  iribes  of  Kracl  loved  their  King,  that  they  were 
loyal  and  dutiful  fubjects,  but  they  were  a  fenfiblc 
people,  and  knew  what  was  nearer  to  them  and 
their  pofterity  than  any  King,  power,  or  potentate 

upon 
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'jp°n  earth.  And  their  addrefs  to  their  King  was 
aHedtionate  and  loyal,  and  is  the  moft  beautiful,  the 
moft  concile  delineation  of  the  place  of  a  King,  and 
the  power  of  the  people,  that  ever  was  wrote,  or 
known,  may  I  add,  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  the 
Americans  are  equally  as  fenfible,  and  have  the  fame 
feeling  feniatson  (from  the  law  of  GOD  and  nature) 
for  their  rights  and  liberties,  as  the  tribes  of  Ifrael 
had— and  will,  without  doubt,  fooner  loofe  their 
King,  than  loofe  their  rights  :  Their  fpeech  and 
iupplication  to  their  King  and  Sovereign  is  the  fame 
as  ifrael’s  was.  .  Kings,  vii.  I2.  And  they  jpake  unto 
btm  laying ,  If  thou  wilt  bn  a  Servant  unto  this  people 
and  will  ferve  them ,  and  anfwer  them,  ana  (peak  good 
words  unto  them ,  then  they  will  be  thy  fervants  forever  ” 
What  can  a  King  defire  more  ?  what  can  a  people 
do  more  ?  If  1  tranfgrefs,through  freedom,  moft  gra¬ 
cious  Sovereign,  or  in  any  part  of  this  tffay  upon  li~ 
berty,  pardon  me,  as  it  is  a  pure  blaze  and  flame 
or  zeal  tor  the  honour  and  ftappinds  of  your  Ma~ 
jefty  s  perfon,  and  the  liberty  of  the  A mencans,  that 
tempts  me— that  commands  me  to  be  guilty,  (if  ft 

The  A  M  E  R  I  C  A  N  S,  I  kno.v,  will  not 
c  Jlaves,  nor  be  under  the  arbitrary  power 
of  any  King  or  parliament  upon  earth,  the  union  of 
the  Towns  in  the  Province  of  the  MafTachufetts  go¬ 
vernment,  (hew  that  they  ftrongly  declare  their  heart 
and  life  engaged  for  their  rights  and  liberties.  That 
deputies  and  congrefles  of  the  united  provinces  will 
foon  follow,  without  doubt,  unlefs  the  royal 
tendernefs  and  power  of  their  Sovereign  interpofe. 

It  is  furely  worthy  your  Majefty’s  confiderati* 

P  on^ 
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on,  equally  the  fame  as  it  was  of  the  Roman 
Senate,  when  an  ambafiador  of  a  diftreffed  people 
came  to  feek  redreis,  The  conful  demanded  of  the 
ambafiador  what  kind  of  peace  and  redrefs  he  de- 
fired  ;  and  the  ambafiador  anfwered,  “  The  fame 
“  they  deferve  who  think  themfelves  worthy  of 
Liberty  ;  and  if  the  terms  you  give  be  good, 
i(  the  peace  will  be  obferved  by  us  faithfully  and 
perpetually  ;  if  bad,  it  will  loon  be  broken.” 
And  though  fome  were  offended  with  the  fpirit 
of  the  anfwer;  yet  the  beft  part  of  the  fenate  ap¬ 
proved  it  as  worthy  of  a  man  and  a  freeman  ; 
and  confeffing  that  no  man  or  nation  would  continue 
under  an  uneafy  condition  longer  than  they  were 
compelled  by  force,  and  faid,  “  they  only  were  fit  to 
“  be  made  Romans,  who  thought  nothing  valuable 
<*  but  liberty.”  Upon  which  they  were  all  made 
citizens  of  Rome,  and  obtained  whatsoever  they  had 
defired. 

4 

This  fbrely  is,  as  one  well  obferves,  mo  ft 
gracious  fovereign,  the  only  rational  foundation  lor 
long  life  and  lading  profperity  to  the  nation,  and  a 
fource  of  mod  important  bleffing  to  mankind.  But 
if  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  uninftr ufted  by 
the  experience  of  paft  ages,  regardlefs  of  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  true  policy,  under  the  influence  of  con- 
trafted  views,* and  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  and 
the  remonftrsnees  of  the  injured  Americans,  continue 
to  purftie  their  deftrnftive  plans  to  tax  the  colon  res 
without  their  confent,  and  ftretch  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown  ;  the  fatal  period,  which  we  all  deprecate, 
cannot  be  very  far  ditlant,  when  the  political  union 

between 
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between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies  will  be  i 
diffblved, — and  file  forever  lofe  the  bldfmgs  fhe  | 
might  have  received  from  her  affe&ionate  children  ;  ], 
and,  being  weakened  by  fuch  a  lofs,  file  may  fall  g 
a  prey  to  forne  of  the  word  tyrants  of  the  earth  :  But  | 
if  file  will  now  lilien  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  and 
take  wifdom  for  her  guide,  allow  the  colonies,  and 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  that  freedom  which  the 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution  gives  every  member  of  the 
great  political  body  will  confpire  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  whole. — This  will  invigorate  and  brace  up  all 
the  nerves  of  the  date,  while  every  joint  and  member  , 
is  held  to  its  proper  place  by  the  indiffoblc  bond  of 
intereft. - In  this  way,  the  Britifh  nation  may  be¬ 

come  the  mofl  glorious  that  ever  exifled  fince  time 
began,  and  continue  increafing  in  glory  and  triumph¬ 
ing  in  the  arms  of  freedom  until  time  lliail  end. 


That  your  Majefly  may  enjoy  every  happy 
bleifing,  and  the  Americans  their  ineftimable  priviled- 
ges,  the  foregoing  effay  upon  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people,  is  with  all  due  reverence  laid  before 
your  Majefly, 

by  your  MAJESTY’S  humble  Serva  nr, 
and  devoted  loyal  Subjefl, 


A  BRITISH  BOSTONIAN;} 
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®  r°  Ws  Excellency-  the  Governor 
of  the  Province  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay. 


mmmmm 

May  it  piea/e  your  Excellency , 
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AM  a  man,  whole  abilities  arc 
Inaall,  and  whole  talents  are  few  ;  but 
naturally  wifh  that  every  creature 
that  has  life  and  being,  may  enjoy 
that  felicity  of  Lib erty  which  the 

....  GOD  of  nature  has  given,  and 

which  it  has  a  natural  and  living  right  unto, 
i  r  r  r  t  v  jS  me  beauty  of  heaven— the  joy 


an^  ^le  happinels  of  mankind  ; — the 
noble  wifh  of  the  immortal  mind — and  the  hap¬ 
py  kingdom  of  the  foul  of  man.-, _ 

;  With  humble  hope  of  feeing  the  kingdom 
K  *>berty  re-eftabli(hed  through  this  province, 
and,  like  the  light  of  the  morning ,  lpread  itfelf 

through  the  American  empire. 

/  \ 

iuf  ”A  V®  read  y°ur  excellency’s  fpeeches  to 
the  Council,  and  the  houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

with 
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wich  coolnefs,  calmnefs  and  candor  ;  and  oaa 
affure  your  excellency  that  no  one  has,  or  can 
have,  a  greater  regard  for  government,  or  a 

more  true  loyalty  and  affefhon  for  his  King, 

but  if  there^fhouJd  be  any  free,  bold,  or  indif- 
deet  exprt  fli  >n  in  the  following  ejjay,  let  not 

your  excellency  impute  it  to  any  other  caufe 

than  a  pure  pajjion  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  bleffing  which  GOD,  and  na¬ 
ture,  Kings,  and  potentates  has  bellowed  upon 
us,  which  are  the  natural  rights,  and  liberties , 
both  of  body  and  mind. 

But  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied  :  Nay,  ic 
is  as  plain  as  the  fun  at  noon  day  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  are  deprived  of  both.  But  1  know  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  for  a  man  to  dare  to  be  honed  for 
GOD,  or  truth,  for  the  liberty  of  the  mind,  and  the 
rights  of  mankind.  I  dare  be  honed  without  refer  ve, 
sn  the  face  of  every  frown. 


^  Your  Excellency  oblerves,  C(  that  you  know  of 
no  ^int  can  be  drawn  between  the  fupreme 
{4  authority  of  parliament,  and  the  total  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  colonies”.  Sir,  you  are  quite  right 
here,  for  it  is  impoffible  there  fhould  be  any  line 
drawn  between,  for  if  the  one  is  fupreme ,  the  other 
muft  be  dependant.  Your  argument  here,  is  clear, 
and  convincing,  and  was  this  the  point  in  difpute 
the  ma  ter  would  loon  be  fettled  ;  but  it  is  far  from 
it.  The  point  is,  how  came  the  parliament  of  Bri¬ 
tain  to  have,  or  rather  affume  a  fupreme  authority 
Qver  the  parliament  of  America  ?  Has  not  the  GOD 

of 
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ot  nature,  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation  ;  nay  the 
charter  of  England,  given  the  fame  right,  authori¬ 
ty  and  power  to  the  American  parliament,  and  Ame¬ 
rican  fubjedts  as  to  the  Englifh  parliament  and 
Enghfli  lubjefts,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  what- 
fo^/er  ?  if  io,  then  there  is  nor,  neither  can  there  be, 
according  to  right  and  equity,  any  more  fuperiori- 
ty  or  power  ( unlefs  it  be  the  unhappy  military 
power  )  of  one  parliament  more  than  another  :  Has 
the  parliament  ot  Great-Britain  a  right,  by  virtue  of 
being  the  reprefencatives  of  the  people,  and  from 
that  right  a  power  to  make  laws,  and  to  call  upon 
the  King  to  fign,  confirm,  and  ratify  thofe  laws  ? 
Has  not  the  parliament  of  America,  by  virtue  of 
being  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  the  fame 
right  and  power  to  make  laws,  and  lay  thele  laws 
before  the  King,  for  him  to  fign  and  confirm- — or 
to  di (approve  the  fame,  as  the  Britifh  parliament 
has  ?  if  fo  then  your  Excellency  may  be  convinced, 
their  is  no  fupreme  authority  in  the  Britifh  pailiamenr 
over  the  American  parliament,  and  that  one  par¬ 
liament  has  from  the  law  of  GOD  and  nature,  and 
from  the  c  harter  it felf  (unlefs  it  can  be  proved,  that 
the  privileges  of  magna  charta  are  a  mere  deceit,) 
as  good  a  right,  and  as  great  authority  as  the  other — 
if  they  have,  why  does  the  Britifh  parliament  deny 
it  them  ?  If  they  have  not,  why  is  it  not  proved  ? 
Indeed  it  is  impoffible  for  that  which  deftroys  the 
right,  power  and  authority  of  the  American  par¬ 
liament,  could  at  the  fame  time  deftroy  the  right 
and  power  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  as  they  are 
both  eftablifhed  upon  the  fame  foundation,  and 
therefore  it  is  abfur’d,  in  the  eyes  of  all  fenfible 

men. 
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men,  for  one  Britiih.  parliament  to  aflame  a  fupreme 
authority  over  another, 

'  It  was  a  good  remark,  worthy  the  confideration 
of  every  man  who  loves  his  God,  his  King,  or  his 
courury,  that  a  late  author  makes.  “  The  people 
41  of  both  countries  are  united  in  the  King,  who  is 
44  the  head  of  the  empire,  the  only  cement  of  poli- 
44  tical  bodies,  to  prderve  union  between  the  mem- 
44  bers  of  the  empire,  and  between  them  and  their 
44  political  head”.  So  then  it  is  plain,  that  head 
and  member,  king  and  people  are  but  one  body, 
and  are  robe  confidered  as  iuch  ;  if  io,  then  one 
parr  of  the le  members  have  as  juit  a  right,  power 
and  authority  as  the  other,  for  all  unites  in  one.  And 
this  the  Britifh  parliament  were  fenfible  of,  even  in 
the  charter  granted  to  this  Province,  they  therefore 
dtfjred  their  american  brethren  fo  many  years  back, 
not  to  make  any  lav/  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  En¬ 
gland.  Why  was  this  included,  if  they  had  not 
a  power  to  make  their  own  laws  ?  and  if  they  had  not  a 
power  to  make  their  own  laws,  as  much  as  the  Bri- 
tilh  parliament,  wherein  do  they  enjoy  the  freedom 
of  Englifhmen — or  why  does  the  compaft  or  the 
i  barter  e-prefs  it,  if  they  are  not  to  enjoy  it  ?  buc 
if  they  have  a  right,  the  fame  as  Englifhmen  have, 
then  the  King  of  England  is  under  the  fame  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  parliament  of  America,  or  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  as  he  is  to  the  Britifh  parliament,  and  as 
one  well  obferves,  44  when  the  King  wants  the 
44  affi dance  of  his  american  fubje&s,  he  muft.  apply 
44  to  their  houfe  of  commons  for  grants, — in  the 
44  lame  way  he  does  now  to  his  parliament  in  Bri- 

44  tain — * 
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tain - the  colonies  fiading  themfelves  treated  as 

freemen  by  their  King,  and  fellow  iubiedts  in  Bri- 
<e  tain  and  their  rights  eftabl.fhed  upon  a  firm 

“  thefilmoft  thCy-  ^'i!  beanimated  t0  contribute 
“  nf  rhrT1  tn7  uP°rWer  t0  Promote  the  honor 
“  AndJT™'  i  3nd  thC  fUpP°rt  0t  thc  kingdom. 

«  7ft  ft,  CO'°n,eS  increa!e  in  w«ith  and  num- 
t<  -b  r’  f°  Wil!  thelr  affiftance  to  their  parent  ftate 
'”crea.fe»  ur>til  Britain  flows  with  tne  riches  of 
«  Amenca  and  by  this  union  and  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  founded  on  freedom 
and  common  intereft.  the  Britifli  empire  may 
continue  firmly  united,  and  flourifli  to  the 

iatefl:  ages.” - 1  only  add,— this  is  the 

only  way  to  turn  the  wildernefs  ftate  of 
England  into  the  garden  of  Eden. 


<< 

a 


r  Y  °  v  R  Excellency’s  Obferyation  that  for  -a 
lucceffion  of  years,  the  general  afiemblv,  and 
our  predereflers  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of 
the  Engldh  parliament  ;  and  engaged  to  make 
no  “  laws,  or  acknowledged  they  had  no  power. 

(as  you  exprels  it)  to  make  any  law  repugnant 
“  »  <1*  laws  of  England.-  Was  not  “th". 
Sir,  a  mutual  compact  between  England  and 
America,  frhough  then  in  an  infant  ftate)  to 
fettle  and  fix  the  bounds  of  each  power  and 
aurhonty  ?  Though  /America  was  by  this 
charter,  or  agreement,  ro  make  no  laws  Vpu</- 

nant  to  the  laws  cf  England, - -Was  not 

England  bound  (and  did  not  our  predeceflbrs 
underftand  it  lo)  by  the  fame  honour,  to  make 
no  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws,  and  rights  oft 

i  America  ? 
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America  P  Strange  to  me  if  they  did  not  ! 
And  if  they  did,  their  fubmiffion  to  it  was  na¬ 
tural  and  dutiful,  while  they  looked  upon  the 
two  powers^  as  mutual  in  each  others  political 
intereft,  uniting  in  one  foie  authority. 

What  do  the  Americans,  even  the 
molt  fervent  fons  of  liberty,  alk  more  than  this  ? 
who  are  the  aggrellors  ?  has  the  Americans  made  any 
law  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  ?  if  they  have 
let  England  complain,  and  fee  if  they  will  find  the 
bofoms  of  the  Americans  calous— but  if  England 
has  made  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  rights  of 
the  Americans,  and  enforced  them  by  military  arms, 
and  the  power  of  death— (hall  not  the  Americans 
complain  ?  have  they  not  a  right,  by  the  laws  of 
oOD  and  nature,  and  nations,  to  remonftrate  and 
iet  forth  their  grievances,  and  to  ufe  all  the  ftrength 
and  power  ;  the  God  of  Heaven  has  given  them 
to  remove  the  yoke  which  neither  they  nor  their  fore¬ 
fathers  were  able  to  bear. 


&  ' 

'»  , 
V , 
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*3  herefore.  Sir,  With  fubmiffive  reverence  I 
humbly  think  that  the  argument  brought  to  prove, 
tnac  becaufe  onr  predeceffors  lubmitted  to  ads,  or 
the  power  of  parliament  for  fo  long  a  time,  that  we 
ought  to  fubmic  likewife  fails,— finally  fails— for 
who  has  made  the  repugnant  laws  ?  Who  is  the 
caufe  of  all  this  contention?  Let  England  make 
no  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  rights  of  America, 
and  all  things  will  be  mutually  happy.  *  j 

Y  °  o  r  Excellency’s  other  arguments  taken 
from  Feucai  right  See.  &c,  is  very  tedious  and 

G  prolex,  I 
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proiix,  and  I  humbly  conceive  far  from  being  con- 
clufive  :  For  the  prefenc  difpute  is  not,  whether 
the  King  of  England  has  a  Feudal  right  to  the 
lands  of  America — -but  whether  the  Americans  have 
a  right  to  make  their  own  laws,  dif  ofe  of  their  own 
property,  pay  their  own  Governor  and  Judges,  en¬ 
joy  their  own  immunities  as  granted  by  charter  to 
them,  “  as  free  and  natural  iubjeds,  to  all  intents, 
tonftrudions,  and  purpoles,  without  the  controui 
Ot  any  iupreme  authority,  of  any  government  over 
them.53  if  their  right  is  good,  they  only  alk  their 
own  inheritance.  But  luppofing  it  Ihould  appear 
clear  by  thole  who  are  more  adept  in  law  phrjiies, 
that  the  King  has  a  Feudal  right  to  the  lands  of 
America*,  1  think  the  argument  taken  therefrom 
would  revert  much  in  favour  of  the  American 
Iubjeds,  what  right  a  few  people  who  fled  from  En- 
glifla  tyranny,  who  reiided  in  Holland,  and  came  as 
(Gangers  to  the  wiles  of  America,  to  leek  peace  and 
liberty ,  amid  A:  the  tribes  of  cruel  lavages,  can  give* 
any  parliament  on  earth  authority  or  power  to  ruG 
over  them,  I  cannot  fee  ;  they  appear  to  me  from 
the  foundation  of  fettling  America,  to  have  a  do 


tight  to  be  perfectly  free ,  not  only  a  right  by  the  law* 
ot  GOD,  but  a  far  greater  right,  than  Englifhmen 
have  to  their  liberties,  inafmuch  as  the  Ameiiea  e; 
obtained  them  at  a  dearer  rate  ;  tney  fought,,  t,\cy 
bled,  they  d  ied  purely  for  Liberty,  and  (hall  not  their 
children  be  free  ? 

The  love  of  liberty  runs  parraiiel  in  the  human 
breaft  with  the  love  of  life,  and  he  that  will  dare  to 
take  away  the  oac,  is  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  the 

other 
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other — your  Excellency  cannot  but  remember,  and 
mult  allow  the  Americans  fearlefs  in  every  thought,  | 
that  tremendous  night,  when  the  earth,  air,  and  Ikies  j! 
were  flam'd  with  innocent  blood,  *  A  night  tha: 
will  finally  be  remembered,  and  annually  bleed  afrefh 
to  the  iait  generations,  as  a  teflimony  againft  un- 
juft  arbitrary  power. 

- 

It  is  no  wonder  then  to  fee  the  Gentlemen  of 
•  Bafton  fo  zealous  tor  liberty,  who  (aw  the  guildefs  j 
vidtims  of  arbitrary  authority  expire  before  their 
ryes — no  wonder  their  fire  of  liberty  was  kindled, 
to  ftand  their  ground,  Co  maintain  the  fpot  their 
forefathers  had  bought,  to  command  unarm’d  their 
Governor  to  banifh  the  bloody  band  of  foldiers. 

.  i  '  | 

No  wonder  fuch  men  as  thefe  unite  as  a  band  cf 
brethren  to  ftand  up  for,  and  take  every  prudent 
meafure  to  maintain  thofe  liberties  free  from  all 
infringments,  that  they  have  a  natural  and  indubi¬ 
table  right  unto,  and  their  happinefs  is  interefted 
i he  rein. 

Generally  the  unhappinefs  of  Kings, 
Governors,  and  minifters  originally  arifes  from  a 
tyrannical  thought ,  that  the  people  are  made  for 
them,  and  not  they  for  the  people  ;  let  mini- 
iiers  confider.  themfelves  not  the  churches  lord>s, 
but  the  churches  fervants,  and  only  dired  the  peo- 
pie  by  the  laws  of  GOD  and  they  would  be  happy. 

Let  but  the  King  confider  himfelf,  as  the  people’s 
jervanr  in  high  truft,  as  their  political  head,  repre- 
lenting  their  majeftic  power,  they  having  in  veiled  him 
with  the  key  of  their  authority  to  rule,  but  let  him 

reign  1 

*  MAKCH  5th.  1770. 
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reign  in  their  hearts  by  their  own  laws,  and  he 
would  be  happy  as  their  King.  Let  but  our  Go¬ 
vernor  confider  himfelf  not  the  fervant  of  any  defpo- 
uc  power,  but  the  people’s,  as  the  fovereignty  of 
choice  makes  no  alteration  in  his  trull.  That  his 
rone  is  the  hearts  of  the  people — his  power  is  their 
jaws— and  that  their  laws  and  rights  are  his  defence  ; 
therefore  fays  a  female  orator,  “  My  heart  is  t awards  ■ 
&  ozernors  of  ljrael,  who  offer  them) elves  willinoly 
among  the  people,  viz.  to  take  the  charge  of  them  and 
their  rights  in  the  face  of  every  danger— to  fecure 
tnvio  able  firm  all  their  privileges  and  immunities — 
to  reftore  every  right  and  priviledge  when  they  are 
deprived  of  them — To  provide  agamft  all  future 
!  of  the  lofs  of  tncm— to  be  tender  over  the 

people  as  their  father— to  convey  the  inheritance  of 
liberty  to  them,  as  his  political  children— to  love 
them,  not  only  as  their  friend  but  as  their  brother, 
their  flefh,  and  bone  of  their  bone  ;  then  no  doubt, 
but  all  contentions  would  ceafe,  and  your  Excel¬ 
lency  would  be  very  happy. 


-y l  H 


‘ 


'  \ 

*  f; 


Wiflfing  your  Excellency  all 
Perfonal  and  political 
Happinefs. 

!  remain  a  true  Subject  to 
his  Majesty — a  Friend  to  Liberty, 
and  with  all  due  reverence  and 
fubmifilon,  your 
Exc  ellency’s  Humble 
Servant. 


A  BRITISH  BOSTONIAN, 


\ 
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Xo  the  honourable  the  People’s 
COUNCIL,  and  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  of  the  Province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay. 


-Gentlemen. 

It/  S.  y°ur  zeal,  fpirir,  and  love  for  the  indo¬ 

le  A  dg  bi table  rights  and  liberties  of  your  confti- 
tuencs,  has  pleafingly  exceeded  their  ex¬ 
pectation,  and  you  have  given  full  proof, 
that  you  carried  their  Caufe ,  and  cafe  upon  your 

heard  to  the  Houfe,  and  have  pleaded  their  caufe, 
and  laid  their  grievances  before  the  King’s  repre¬ 
sentative,  with  reverence  and  fubmiflion,  and  yet 
at  the  fame  time  with  that  spirit,  forthe  fupport 
of”  the  natural  and  charter  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  that  became  the  Rewards  of  their 
rights,  and  the  guardians  of  their  liberties  ;  this 
will  enoble  an  1  immortalize  your  namesin  the  annals 
yet  unknown. 

But  Gentlemen,  there  is  a  liberty  of  a  more 
nobler  nature,  that  you  have  forgot,  which  is 
liberty  of  Conscience  :  What,  and  fhall  confcience 
(under  oppreflion)  bleed,  faint,  expire  and  die, 

and 
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and  have  no  kind  hand  to  relieve  her,  no  guar- 

thi<n|  n  Ur !P°rC  heH  Be  aftoni^d  O  Heaven  at 
hms  J  tell  it  not  in  Gath  !  Where  are  the  mourn- 

frS  °  Amtrr,fa  ?  Why  g°  ^ey  not  forth  in  their 
lamentations  ?  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  I  How 

is  we  gold  become  dim,  and  the  moft  fine  gold 

changed  .  Zion  (  fays?  the  prophet)  fpreadeth  forth 

ner  hands,  and  there  is  none  to  comtorr  her  ;  what 

none  among  the  fons  of  liberty?  Have  they  ail 

for  look  her  and  fled— and  will  ye  alfo  go  away  ? 

r?  rLEMEK’  Have  you  not  pleaded  like  men— 
hke  lie  wards,  like  gods;  *  for  the  natural  rights 

an  iberpes  of  the  people,  and  maintained  the 
majelty  of*  the  people’s  power;  (lie wing  that  no 
mg,  nor  pailiament,  nor  power  upon  earth,  has 
any  right  to  tax  them,  or  appoint,  or  rake  away 
their  properry  without  their  conlent.  Arid  yet  will 
you  chut  to  make,  or  enforce  any  law,  to  takeaway 
'*¥  f,):,  e  and  power,  the  properties  of  your  bre  - 
?>ltCn  »  not  only  contrary  to  their  confenr,  but 
contrary  to  their  own  confciences,  becaufe  they 
will  nor  wo r flu p  i he  golden  image,  wh  en  you  have 
let  up  ?  is  not  this  rapine,  robbery  and  tyranny,  by 
i  ne  force  of  arbitral y  power  ?  Does  not  your  con 
fciences  blufh,  when  you  plead  for  liberty,  and 
bleed  when  you  behold  your  brethren’s  property 
forced  from  them  by  violence,  if  not  they  mult  be 
as  caloufe  as  Cains  was  who  Jlew  his  by  other 
Abet:  What  do  you  think  the  King  of  England, 
the  house  of  Lord’s,  and  the  Britfh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  will  fay,  when  this  matter  comes  to  be  laid 
before  them  ?  Will  they  not  fay,  li  Here  is  a  peo- 
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u  pie  who  aflame  to  tell  us,  that  we  have  no  right 
44  to  tax  them,  or  appoint  any  of  their  properties 
*4  to  any  ufe  without  their  confent  (  which  God 
“  Almighty  knows  we  have  not)  yet  they  affume 
“  to  tax  their  brethren,  and  take  away  by  force 
<4  and  authority  their  perfons  and  properties,  to 
fqpport  a  religion  contrary  to  the  people’s  con- 
44  fciences.  The  GOD  of  Heaven  has  made  us 
44  rulers  over  the  bodies  and  civil  rights  of  men* 
u  but  what  god  we  wonder  has  made  them  rulers 
44  over  the  louls  of  men,  that  the  people  muft 
44  attend  upon,  or  fupport  by  taxation,  even  that 
form  of  religion  which  they  have  chofe  for 
44  them,  and  which  they  believe  is  not  true  -9  was 
64  ever  fuch  tyranny  fmee  the  days  of  Nero”. 

Gentlemen,  I  hope  none  of  you  will  be 
offended  at  this  freedom  of  fpcech,  while  the  cre¬ 
ation  groans,  being  burdened  with  the  weight  of 
this  oppreffion.  1  do  not  mean  to  offend  a  worm, 
but  feelingly  to  convince  the  good  people  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  a  true  and  real  fon  of  liberty  is  an  hear: 
if  oak,  firm  and  confident  with  himfeif,  and  has 
the  tame  feeling  regard  to  plead  for,  and  preferve 
free,  invioldb'y  free ,  the  iacred  liberties  of  the  con¬ 
ference  of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  plead  for  and 
preferve  their  civil  liberties  and  properties.  Here 
1  am  moved  by  that  grandeure  of  foul,  that  only 
wifhes  to  have  the  happinefs  of  millions  in  viewa 
and  thereby  am  conference  bound — bound  by  the 
Jaw  of  nature— by  the  lav/  of  GOD,  and  by  all  the 
bleffings  of  liberty  not  to  be  filent,  however"  little 
;  may  lay.  For  what  heart  can  bear,  what  ears 

can 
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can  hear,  or  eyes  fee,  perfons,  nay  brethren,  drap’d  to 

pnfon,  their  property  feiz’c),  their  lands  fold,*  their 

perlons  abufed,  their  fences  deftroyed,  their  intereft 

kept  from  them  and  be  Blent;  efpecially  when  they 

repeatedly  .ought  redtefs  by  the  general  court  but 

were  deny  d  ;  they  aflced  peace  of  the  fons  of  liberty 

and  they  gave  them  a  I  word,  and  told  them  that 

they  had  a  right  to  make  fuch  laws  as  took  their 

property,  and  to  keep  them  under  it,  as  long  as 
they  thought  fit.  & 


Doe  s  not  fuch  proceedings  as  thefe  call  for  ven¬ 
geance,  as  much  as  Abel’s  blood,  when  it  cried 
from  the  ground  ? 

Gent  le  men,  I  do  not  mean  to  make  your 
coniciences  bleed,  but  I  mean  to  make  them  feel 
for  your  diftrc.ffed  brethren.  The  Apojile  fays  no 
man  ever  hated  his  own  flejh.  But  any  one  would 
think  Paul  did  not  mean  the  general  court,  when 
he  takes  a  view  of  the  d.ltreffes,  and  oppreffions 
by  law  and  tyranny,  that  your  brethren  have  fuffe- 
red  at  South- Hadley,  at  Montague,  at  Shurfbury, 
at  Coir  am,  at  Chejlerfield,  at  Ajh field,  f  only  for  tak¬ 
ing  liberty  to  worfhip  GOD,  according  to  his  word 
and  becaufe  they  will  not  give  their  property  to 
fupport  that  worfhip,  which  they  know  has  not  GOD 

for  its  author,  nor  his  word  for  their  rule _ This 

is  enough,  to  make  the  hills  to  tremble,  and  the 
earth  to  quake  :  But  why  do  I  mention  this  ?  Are 
you  not  Gentlemen  now  pleading  with  your  Gover- 

Four  hundred  Acres  in  one  Tows.— And  in  another  Town 
a  yoke  of  Oxen,  worth  45  Dollars,  was  fold  for  o  Dollars, 
«inci  the  poor  owner  had  but  one  Vijlareen  in  balance  f 

t  In  the  Afhfield  caufe  of  the  diftrelfed  people,  your  Governor 
acted  well  indeed,-—  -  J 
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hor,  with  the  King  of  England,  and  with  the  Britifh 
par]  anient  for  your  rights  and  liberties — and  your 
own  brethren  are  platting  with  you  for  liberty  of 
coi fcience  ;  was  ever  fuch  a  contraft  upon  the 
earth  before  ?  Do  you  think  that  God  or  mart-will 
hear  you,  while  you  are  oppreOing  your  brethren  ? 

/  '  # 

it  ss  painful  to  me  Gentlemen,  but 'the  watm 
affc&ion  that  I  have  for  liberty  of  confidence,  which 
is  the  foie,  the  life  and  paradife  of  every  biefung 
on  earth,  conftrains  me  ro  tell  you,  that  I  hare 
very  lardy  received,  figned,  wit  netted  and  authenti¬ 
cated  under  the  conftable’s  own  hands,  the  account 
of  twenty  five  different  perfons  in  Mention— in 
Holtidon ,  and  in  Chelmsford,  who  are  nowdiftrelled 
in  their  perfons,  property  and  eftates,  and  they  fay 
they  expedl  ro  be  greatly  diftreffed,  nay,  three  of 
them  were  dragged  and  forced  from  their  habitati¬ 
ons  and  families  in  Chelmsford,  to  Concord  Goal, 
the  26th  of  January  *773.  viz,  Gerfhom  ProSor, 
Henry  Proffor,  and  Nathan  Crofby,  by  John  Rob¬ 
bins  conflable,  becaufe  they  could  not  in  con  fcience 
pay  for  the  fupport  of  a  miniftrv,  contrary  to  t he i ^ 
confeience,  nor  worffnp  the  golden  image  which 
you  have  fer  up — you  call  Ntbuchadnerzer  a  tyrant, 
but  we  hope  Gentlemen,  you  will  never  call  him 
!o  again,  left  he  fhoutd  rife  from  the  dead,  and  look 
you  up  in  the  face,— —David  laid  concerning  his 
brother  Jonathan,  t4 1  am  diflreffcd  for  thee  my  bro¬ 
ther”.  What  lay  yon  Gentlemen  of  this  matter  ? 

Js  your  anfwer  expreffed  in  Gen.  42.  2t,  And  they 
(aid  one  to  another ,  we  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our 
brother,*  in  that  we  faw  the  angtnflo  of  his  foul,  wh  n 
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he  be  fought  us,  mid  we  would  not  hear,  therefore  is 
this  difirefs  come  upon  us — here  1  allude  not  only 
to  the  repeated  denials  of  redrefs,  which  thefe  dif- 
tiefied  people  have  met  with  from  the  general 
court,  but  the  anfwer  you  gave  a  brother,  when 
you  law  theanguifh  of  his  foul  in  diftrefs  in  College 
Hall  in  Cambridge.  .  • 

But  however  Gentlemen,  thefe  diftreffed  perfons 
fliall  not  (while  1  have  a  being  or  talent)  never  want 
a  friend  to  plead  their  cause,  before  GOD  and 
Man,  whether  it  be  before  the  Governor,  Council, 
cr  the  general  Court,  or  before  the  King  and  coun¬ 
cil  at  home,  if  the  cafe  require  it  ;  though  many 
of  the  fame  denomination  for  whom  1  plead,  have 
adted  very  ungrateful  to  me*  But  were  they  rffneans 
or  Indiums  thus  diltreflcd  in  conference,  and  wron¬ 
ged  of  their  properties,  1  would  equally  plead  for 
them. 

You  fay  you  have  a  power  to  make  fuch  laws, 
that  fhali  tax  their  land,'  diftrefs  their  perlons,  and 
take  away  by  force  their  properties,  for  the  lupport 
of  what  you  call  the  fated  mini  fry.  Nov/  this  pow- 

.  J!  *Wi  •  '  er 

*  I  only  fay,  Father  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do”  ;  but  when  thefe  men  of  malice  and  murder** 
in  whofe  hearts  fatan  has  entered — go  to  their  own  place, 
they  will  then  know  what  manner  of  fpirits  they  were  of— 
Eut  as  they  are  fans  of  liberty,  perhaps  the  only  mean  a 
freedom  firolick — ■ yet  to  deliver  over  to  the  D— 1 — the  power 
of  Sanhedrims,  and  the  fons  of  Levi,  an  old  friend  without 
afking  his  confent  to  the  conveyance,  is  liberty  with  a  wit- 
ilefs,  and  freedom  with  a  vengeance  ;  GOD  Almighty  for¬ 


give  them. 
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er  muft  be  either  from  Heaven,  or  from  Men  ;  if 
from  Heaven  prove  ir,  if  from  men,  fhenv  me  the 
tyrant  who  gave  it  you  ?  And  what  right  he  had 
to  give  it  you  ?  And  whether  he  did  no':  give  your 
diftrefled  brethren  (whether  feperates  or  others,)  as 
much  right  to  make  laws  for  you,  to  bind  you  to 
pay  for  their  (landing  minijlry ,  as  you  to  bind  them 
to  pay  for  yours.  Thefe  are  plain  queflions,  no 
doubt  Gentlemen  but  you  can  folve  them. 

It  was  a  noble  anfwer,  which  the  late  Mr.  Da¬ 
vis  returned  to  the  general  Court  a  man  of  great 
pnderftanding,  and  a  friend  to  liberty  of  confidence, 
who  would  not  like  fiome  others  be  melted  away 
with  loft  peifuafion,  and  flee  like  a  fnadow,  but 
told  the  general  Court  what  favours  the  Baptifls 
would  have,  that  they  had  a  right  by  the  law  of* 
GOD,  and  by  the  lav/  of  nature,  I  add,  and  by  the 
Charter,  a  juft  claim  to  be  exempted  from  all 
opp.efiion  or  taxation  to  fupport  any  man  or  mini- 
Iter,  or  form  of  religious  worfihip,  they  did  not 
beheve  A  certain  Gentleman  then  faid  to  him. 
Sir,  what,  have  we  no  power  to  tax  them  ?i9  Mr. 
Davis  anfwered  him  with  that  fpirk  the  caufe  requi¬ 
red,  and  faid,  Sir,  I  deny  your  power,  and  fo  will 
every  man  ot  wifdom,  and  common  humanity 
however  I  boldly  declare  in  the  face  of  every  frown, 
and  care  not  if  everv  tyrant  on  earth  heard  me  ;  that 
you  have  no  more  right  by  the  word  of  GOD,  and 
hy  the  law  of  nature  to  tax  the  Baptifts,  or  any  cf 
the  feperate  congregations  in  the  Province  to  lvq> 
port  a  religious  worflftp,  contrary  to  the  di<flares  cf 
£heir  own  confidence,  than  you  have  to  tax  the  An- 
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l-  '  iK  jVCn>  or  to  make  a  law  for  one  ■,n'>i« 

to  Cot  another  man’s  throat - You  tell  your  Go- 

VU,!I0:  u;at  thc  parliament  of  England  have  no 
ng.u  to  u.  the  Americans,  purely  for  this  rtafons 

L'  c  they  ar®  not  t'lie  reprefentatives  of 
Amenta  ;  and  will  you  date  to  tax  the  Bjptifts  for  a 

icitgion  they  -deny  ?  Are  you  Gentlemen  their  rc- 
preientanyes  before  GOD,  to  anlwer  for  their  fouls 
ac  '-Ol‘loci'ces«  any  more  than  the  reprekmatives 
. 1  a,e  lhc  reprefenta  ives  of  America 

r iowever,  if  you  continue  to  tax  the  Baptifts,  then 
be  forever  hlent,  and  never  tell  the  Biitifh 
pailiament,  that  they  have  not  a  right  to  tax  you, 
AOOU  t  lertrore  that  teacheth  another,  teacheth  thou 

,10;  tft>,elr» !avs  Si-  Paul— Stiange,  a  man  (hall  have 
ngnt  to  chooie  h:s  own  friend,  his  own  luzty.r  his 
own  phyjic>an>  and  (hall  Le  not  have  a  n^ht  to 
pay  h^s  ewn  minifter,  but  muff  have  his  pro- 
'  Perty  <?fagg’d  away  by  a  pack  of  petty  officers  by 
way  of  jobbery,  for  a  burnt  offering,  and  to  fup- 
port  a  man  contrary  to  his  conicience  ?  this  is 
inuddcring  to  nature  that  he  muftbe.fhut  up  in  pri- 
f<»n,  and  nothing  but  paying  the  rate  or  death  car 
let  him  free  O  blocking  1  Never  lay  Gemicmen, 
we, lie  you  do  thefe  things,  that  you  have  no;  your 
liberties  m  the  province  of  the  Maffachufelts,  is 
not  this  liberty  with  a  ’vengeance  ?  Surely  you  have 
forgot  what  great  Mr.  Lock  (ays  of  this  matter,  his 
ientmicnts  aie  fine,  and  his  reafomng  is  ftrong,  “To 
allow  lays  he  mankind  as  individuals  the  free 
‘‘  choice  of  their  religion,  and  yet  take  by  force 
their  ellatcs  from  them,  to  Support  a  religion  or 
worlhip  which  they  do  not  chooie,  is  fuch  hppreffi- 
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on  that  would  make  a  moral  heathen  blufh”.  I 
reverence  your  right  power  and  authority  in  civil 
goverment,  and  with  every  tie  and  duty  oi'  fubjedti- 
©n  will  always  honour  it,  nor  have  the  Baptifts  ever 
deny’d  paying  their  juft  rates  ;  but  your  power  to 
make  laws  to  bind  my  conic le nee,  or  take  away  my 
property  by  warrants,  to  fupp  ;rc  your  way  of  woi- 
fhip  to  the  unknown  God,  which  you  have  fee  up,  is 
unfupportable  before  GOD  and  man  It  is  true, 
the  votes  of  the  town  have  in  page  28  hinted,  to  the 
offence  of  many  judicious  minds,  that  the  general 
Court  have  a  power  to  make  laws  fpiritual,  as  well 
as  temporal,  but  this  I  humbly  believe  was  a  miftake 
inadvertently  overlooked  by  the  Gentlemen;  for  if 
the  general  Court  has  a  power  to  make  laws  fpiritual 
arid  take  away  my  property  by  force  for  the  lupporc 
of  thefe  laws,  then  i  declare  freely,  all  that  they 
have  laid  and  pleaded  for  is  finally  at  an  end.  For 
furdy  the  Britdli  pari. ament  and  power  have,  as  good 
a  right  to  aft  unjuftiyand  arbitrary  as  any  other,  for 
if  it  be  juff  in  the  general  Court  to  take  away  my 
facred  and  fpiritual  rights  and  liberties  of  confcience 


and  my  property  with  it,  then  it  is  furdy  right  ard 
juft  in  the  Briiiih  parliament  to  take  away  by  power 
and  fo.ee,  my  civil  rights  and  property  without  rnv 
content  •,  this  reafoning  Gentlemen  i  think  is  plain  : 
However,  1  am  honeft  if  i  am  miffaken. 

How  in  the  world  Gentlemen  could  it  ever  enter 
into  your  heads,  or  into  the  hearts  of  your  forefa¬ 
thers,  (but  they  are  a  deep,  I  will  not  awake  them) 
to  think  that  you  had  a  power  to  make  laws  fpiriru- 
al  ?  Has  GOD  Almighty  been  deficient  in  this 
matter  ?  does  he  wane  your  help  ?  is  not  his  golden 


rule 
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rule  and  the  law  of  equityplain,  Mat.  7,  12.  There¬ 
fore  in  all  thing*,  whatfoever ye  would  that  men  fhould 
do  to  you ,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them ,  for  this  is  the  law  and 
the  prophets.  And  is  not  the  law  and  rule  of  his 
church  ,  which  is  his  kingdom,  fo  plain,  that  he  that 
runs  may  read  it,  Ezek.  43.  10,  t  1,  it.  1  fnall  on¬ 
ly  fay  as  Solomon  did,  “add  thou  not  to  his  word 
left  he  reprove  thee” — However,  I  am  of  Benjamin 
Hoadley’s  mind,  (who  was  afterwards  Billiop  of 
Winchefter)  when  he  was  his  Majefty’s  chaplain,  he 
told  the  King  of  England  in  his  Sermon  upon  thefe 
words,  **  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world”,  that  Lt 
was. not  in  the  power  rigbtor  authorityof  any,  Pope, 
Prince  or  Potentate — of  any  King,  lords  or  com¬ 
mons,  of  a  ny  Billiop,  Archbifhops,  Deacons,  or  Pre¬ 
bends,  of  any  vicar,  clergy  or  curates  of  any  fynods, 
convocations  or  prefbyteries,  to  make  any  laws  for 
the  church  of  (Thrift,  that  the  church  of  GOD,  has 
no  dependence  upon  the  ftafe,  nor  any  human  pow¬ 
er  or  authority,  but  only  on  the  power  of  GOD  and 
his  word,  that  it  was  a  cliftsncSf  kingdom  from  the 
world,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  worldly  pow¬ 
er — though  the  King  was  called  in  a  law  lenle  th$ 
head  of  the  church  of  England,  yet  he  had  nothing 
to  do,  either  by  law  Qr  power  with  the  church  of 
Chrift — that  (Thrift  as  the  King  of  glory,  was  head 
over  all  things  to  his  church  ;  that  his  laws — his  lub- 
je&s — his  immunities — his  ordinances  were  fpiritual, 
fuch  as  no  King  nor  lords,  nor  bifiiops  could  give, 
and  therefore  they  had  nothing  to  do  by  way  of  law 
power,  or  authority  in  the  church  of  (Thrift.  For 
this  the  Bifiiop  of  London  being  prefent  got  Mr. 
Hoadly  indited  for  treafon  againft  church  and  Rate, 


- 


hut  his  Majefty  for  his  faithful nefs,  and  to  make 
him  as  filent  as  Bifliops  generally  are  prelented  him 
to  the  See  of  Winchefter,  and  piohibited  the  convo¬ 
cation  of  Bilhops  fitting  during  his  reign. 


It  is  generally  urged  that  there  ;  a  necefficy 
for  your  making,  and  inforcing  a  Lawv  c'b..,t  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  every  new  Townfhip  fhah  lie,  main¬ 
tain  and  fuppott,  by  a  minifterial  rate  or  1  nation* 
an  orthodox  minifter.  An  orthodox  mimftci  that 
they  hold  their  lands  by  it.— The  efemolagy  of  the 


word  orthodox ,  1  do  not  i u it  remember,  as  it  is  made 
now  a  days  fo  vague  ;  bur,  if  1  remember  right,  is# 
is  one  found  in  the  faith — one  that  continues  in  the 
apoftle’s  dodrine,  in  praying,  preaching,  baptizing, 
and  adminiftring  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord’s- 
Tipper.  And  has  the  General  Court  made  this 
iaw  ?  Yes  LThen  !  would  lay  to  you,  Gentlemen, 
in  the  language  of  fcripture,  who  of  you  have  kept 
this  law  ? — Not  one  of  you  !  nor  one  of  your  fore- 
fathers  before  you,  for  this  hundred  and  fifty  years  ! 
Not  one  orthodox  minifter,  (though  many  others* 
whom  I  much  efteem)  have  you  fettled  throughout 
the  whole  continent  of  America  ;  I  defy  ail  man¬ 
kind  to  prove  the  time  when— the  place  where™ 
or  the  per f on  who. 


"iou  mu  ft  know  there  is  a  vaft  difference  between 
good  men,  and  great  men,  fo  called,  and  Paul’s  otho- 
do*  preachers,  who  continue  Jledfaftly  in  the  apoflle's 
dottrim  ;  1  jay  in  the  apoftle’s  do  Brine ,  and  in  fellow- 
pip,  See.  .  &c.  For  can  you  perfwade  me,  Gentle¬ 
men,  that  to  hear  of  a  GOD  as  a  being  of  wrath, 

anger, 
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anger,  and  vengeance,  whom  I  can  neither  love,  trufc, 
praife  nor  adore  ?  Was  Paul’s  GOD,  or  the  chrifii- 
an’s  GOD,  in  Paul’s  days— do  you  think  that  this 
was  the  GOD  of  love  mentioned,  t  John  iii.  16. 
They  tell  us  indeed  that  GOD  was  love  to  Adam, 
before  he  fell,  hut  when  he  fell  he  hated  him  and 
all  mankind  in  him.  But  that  Tefus  Ch rift  inter- 
ceeded  for  them,  and  turn’d  the  wrath  of  the  al¬ 
mighty  into  love,  upon  conditions  of  their  repentin 
and  being  good,  that  Jeius  Chrifl  died  to  purchal 
thefe  conditions  ;  nay,  the  holy  fpiric,  and  Heaven 
for  them,  if  they  will,  but  by  prayer,  and  tears, 
live  up  to  the  terms  of  the  Gofpel,  (as  they  -call 
it.)  Then  they  call  you  to  make  a  covenant,  to 
own  a  covenant  of  their  own  making,  to  feal  and  re¬ 
new  your  covenant  ;  and  if  they  fpeak  of  Chriff, 
and  him  crucifkd*— ef  grace  and  righteoufnefs,  yet 
you  muft  obtain  it  all  by  the  works  of  the  law,  not- 
withftanding  what  Paul  fays  to  the  contrary.  Some 
own  a  half  way  covenant, — fome  a  whole  covenant, 
and  that  baptiim  is  the  feal  of  the  covenant.  What 
is  all  this.  Gentlemen,  but  Priejt  cheating — or  a 
folemn  lie  before  GOD  and  the  people —  religious 
deceit — a  devout  way  to  the  devil  ?  But  they  are 
pretty  Purines,  and  the  people  muft  have  them,  they 
cannot  live  without  them,  they  pay  their  tax  for 
them.  Nor  would  they  be  ever  contented  to  pay 
their  mimfterial  rates,  if  they  had  not  thefe  pretty 
filver  Purines  for  it,  1  wilt  only  mention  one  inftance, 

which  lately  happened — * — Mr.  B - of  D - t4 

had  a  few  days  ago  three  little  golden  calves  to  make 
to  pleafeUle  people,  he  made  two,  and  the  people 

danced  about  them  ;  another  perfon  held  up  a  little 

image 
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image  to  the  prieft  for  him  to  make  him  a  golden 
calf  of  it,  and  called  to  him  to  do  it,  bur  the  prieft 
being  out  of  humour,  would  not  make  the  poor 
man  a  golden  calf,  and  the  poor  man  was  obliged  to 
make  the  golden  calf  himielf — but  the  people  lay,  ic 
was  not  made  righr,  as  the  prieft  did  not  do  it,  there¬ 
fore  they  would  not  dance  before  it,  but  the  town.j 
is  in  an  uproar  with  the  prieft  for  not  doing  it.  Now- 
had  not  the  prieft  better  have  done  it  than  have 
difpleafed  the  people  ?  had  he  had  half  the  wit  Aaron 
had,  he  would  have  done  it,  Aaron  knew  it  was  wrong 
to  make  golden  calves ,  and  call  them  gods,  but  the 
people  would  have  them, and  there  were  fix  hundred 
thoufand  people  to  be  pleafed,  and  what  could  poor 
Aaron  do  ?  or  what  could  he  fay  ?  fee  Exod.  3*. 
22,  23,  24.  Thefe  are,  Gentlemen,  in  general  (form, 
excepted,  whom  I  much  efteem  for  their  love  fc 
Chriit  and  the  truth)  the  orthodox  preachers 
whom  you  have  made  a  law  to  fettle  ;  and  would  n 
not  be  unfufferable  ignorance  and  vanity  for  any 
one  to  think  that  their  dofirine  is  any  more  a-kin 
to  the  apoftle’s  do&rine  than  the  Bible  is  to  the 
Alcoran .  Thus  you  fee  what  work  men  make  when 
they  attempt  to  make  laws  fpiritual  for  the  church 
of  GOD,  and  tax  the  people  to  fupport  it.  But 

I  pity  the  Prieffs  from  my  heart. - *lz  is  true 

the  people  in  general  are  blind— 'and  yet  the  PHtils 
is  obliged,  almoft  by  law,  if  they  would  be  called 
good  and  quiet  men,  to  keep  them  blind  and  yet 

to  pleafe  them. - What  can  they  do  r — To 

open  their  eyes  is  exceeding  dangerous.  To  turn 
them  from  darknefs  to  darknefs  may  pleafe,  but  to 
turn  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  by  preaching 
that  God  is  love,  and  has  revealed  a  perfection  of 
Salvation  complete  only  in  Jefus,  in  his  perfon, 
power,  righteoufnefs,  death  and  refurredlion  \  this 

I  will 
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ill  ruin  the  people’s  pharifaical  hope — deftroy  their 
agon — take  down  their  Babel- building — take  away 
eir  gods ,  and  what  have  they  mire  ?  They  give 
e  PrieSt  their  gold,  but  he  mult  not  take  away 
eir  cob -web  garment,  left  the  fliame  of  their  naked- 
ffs  appear  ;  for  if  he  dots,  may  GOD  Almighty 
r  on  his  fide,  for  they  will  turn  him  out,  if  poffible. 
[e  Rands  no  chance  among  but  tew  men,  and 
wer  minifters*  1  hey  will  foon  fay  of  him  as 
ey  did  of  Paul,  “  he  is  a  mover  of  fedition — a 
troubler  in  IfraeL  This  fellow,  to  be  fure,  fay 
they,  per/wadeth  men  to  w  or /hip  GOD,  contrary 
j  to  the  law.— ~ — —  '7  his  Paul  has  perfuaded  and 
4C  turned  away  much  peopled'*  Now  who  would 
lo  this  ?  I  think  none  but  thole  who  are  as  mad 
'is  Paul  was. 

I  only  attempted  this  in  a  very  humble  manner, 

n  giving  a  concifc  delcription  of  the  peopie,  who 

were  firlt  called  chriftians  at  Antioch,  laying  no  other 

things  than  thole  which  Mofes  and  the  prophets  did 

fay,  Ihould  come  horn  Paul’s  days,  to  the  prefent 

lime,  though  iome  whole  eyes  are  open  have  faid 

'they  would  for  a  feafon,  as  loon  be  without  bread, 

:as  without  the  book—*  yet  others  are  offended  and 

'fay,  the  man  is  mad,  why  hear  ye  him  :  but  the  more 

thoughtful  fay,  as  the  Athenians  did  to  Paul  “May 

|  we  know  this  new  doftrine  whereof  thou  ipcaketh 

1 1  it  ?  for  thou  bringeft  certain  Itrange  things  to  our 

||  <^^1*5  *  wc  would  know  what  thele  things  means  ? 

,  j  the  Athenians  were  full  of  devotion,  like  the  Ameri- 

■I  cans,  but  in  all  things  too  fuperftitious,  and  like  the 

11  lfraehtc,  who  helped  Aaron  to  make  toe  golden  calf, 

§j  they  ignorantly  worfhipped  an  unknown  God.  Paul 

f}  declared  this  unknown  God  to  the  people,  but  they 

I  only  mocked  him  for  it  ;  therefore  you  lee  Gentlemen, 

|hit  is  dangerous  to  open  the  people’s  eyes,  tor  while 
f1  °  the 
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the  general  Court  fupports  the  power  and  tyranny 
of  the  Priefts,  the  Tons  of  America  will' never  be 
free  ;  and  that  man  rouft  be  a  tool  it  he  intends  to 
be  popular  and  pleafe  the  people,  if  he  preaches  as 

Paul  did. 

Remember  your  forefathers  fled  from  the  op- 
preffion  of  imp 0 fed  minifters,  this  was  the  grand  ori¬ 
ginal  cauje  of  the  fettling  the  cxtenfive  provinces  of 
America — and  yet  cruel  as  you  are  to  their  very  name, 
as  well  as  to  your  brethren,  you  exercife  the  fame 
oppreffion  upon  the  chd  Iren  that  their  forefathers 
fled  from,  fee  the  cafe  at  Medfield  of  .your  own  de¬ 
nomination,  whofe  real oas  have  confounded  and 
filenced  the  whole  town,  yet  they  have  taxed  them. 
But  what  is  worfe,  and  how  you  will  anfwer  for  it 
before  GOD,  I  mud  leave  to  you,  which  is,  you 
oblige  the  fettled  minifters  to  eat  the  bread  of  violence, 
andlherefcre  I  cannot  lee  how  you  deferve  a  cup  of 
cold  water,  for  all  you  have  done  ;  nor  how  a  mini- 
fler  dares  to  eat  or  afk  a  bleffing  upon  fueh  bread,  i 
know  not — a  minifter  of  Chiift,  to  tell  another  mi- 
nifter,  as  one  didin  Alhfieid,  and  in  Cheflerfield,  if 
he  would  not  pay  the  rates,  the  conftable  fliould 
ftrain  upon  him,  for  he  would  have  his  money — and 
if  he  did  not  like  it,  he  may  go  out  of  the  town  ! 
is  not  this  a  true  piflure  of  the  fons  of  Belial ,  who 
knew  not  the  Lord  ?  1  Sam.  2.  1$.  IN  ay  but  thou 
l 'halt  give  it  we  now — if  not  1  will  take  tt  by  force*,  and 
like  Pharaoh  who  when  he  could  not  flop  ljrael  laid. 
Let  your  flocks  and  your  herds  be  fayed.  Gentlemen, 
let  thefe  things  fink  deep  into  your  hearts — did 
not  your  forefathers  logg’d  and  chain’d  the 
poor  Baptifts  at  the  prifon  door  in  Charlftown  ?  and 
why  will  you  garnifh  their  fepulchers  — — — -  ?  I 
■  have  only  one  thing  more  to  remark,  and  I  hope 
Gentlemen  you  will  obferve  it — -It  is  the  queftion 

which 
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which  our  Lord  put  to  Peter,  when  they  required 
him  to  pay  a  tax— Of  whom,  fays  our  Lord  to  Peter 
do  they  gather  tax ,  of  the  children,  or  cf  Strangers  ? 
and  Peter  faid  of  (hangers  Lord —  then  lays  Chrift 
the  children  are  free.  Now  Gentlemen,  this  is  the  cafe 
between  the  Bapiftand  the  congregationaidl, — For 
if  we  may  fafely  venture  to  believe  the  feriptures  of 
truth,  the  congregationalift,  are  the  Grangers,  aaad  the 
Baptifts  the  chilarcn ,  and  confequently  if  our  Lord 
was  right,  they  ar efree>  for  they  muft  be  near  akin 
to  the  Indians  in  their  knowledge  of  the  feriptures, 
who  do  not  know  that  there  were  no  churches,  nor 
chriftians  in  Paul  and  Peter’s  days,  but  thofe  who 
were  Baptifls*,  and  I  will  defy  any  man  upon  the 
earth  to  prove  the  contrary,  then  above  all  people 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  they  ought  to  have  their 
liberty,  from  any  religious  taxation,  having  fuch 
an  ancient  original,  and  chaster  right  to  it  from  the 
word  of  GOD — For  he,  whole  name  is  truth  laid, 
w  then  are  the  children  Jrcft' — and  yet  the  Grangers 
who  come  into  the  land,  think  they  have  a  right  to 
tax  them — and  have  the  affurance  to  tell  them  fo  in 
open  court. 

Now  if  the  children  attempted  to  tax  the  ftrangers,  one  could 
not  fo  much  blame  the  ftrangers  to  tax  them  again — But  when  the' 
children  are  willing  to  let  the  ftrangers  go  free ,  what  plea  but  that 
of  cruelty,  power,  and  barbarity  can  they  have  to  tax  the  children. 
But  the  true  caufe  lies' here,  they  have  an  enmity  againft  the  truth, 
and  are  afraid  of  the  fpreud  of  it — If  we,  let  thefe  men  alone ,  they 
will  takeaway  our  place  andnation--- Do  not  be  angryGentlcmen, 
has  notGod  intended  they  fhould,*and  therefore  why  will  you  raife 
Gamaliel  from  the  dead,  to  fay  to  you.  Ads  5.  38.  refrain  from 
theft  men ,  and  lei  them  alone ,  j 'or  if  this  counftl ,  or  this  work  be  cf 
men ,  it  will  come  to  nought,  but  ij  it  be  oj  GOD  ye  cannot  over¬ 
throw  it,  left  haply  yt  be  found  ever  to  fight  againft  GOD .  There¬ 
fore  1  charge  you  Gentlemen  before  GOD  and  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift, and  the  cleft  angels, to  love  your  brethren, that  ye  do  to  othais 
as  ye  would  they  Ihould  do  to  you,  upon  this  hangs  all  the  law  «nd 
the  prophets  ;  this  do,  and  the  GOD  of  peace  be  with  you.  . 

1  am  Gentlemen  with  much  reverence  and  aflfeftion. 

Your  faithful  friend, 

A  PRTTTSH  ROQTOKTTAM, 


A  P  P 


THE 

END 
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AS  the  author  had  no  intention  to  offend  either  Jew  or  Gentile, 
in  the  addrefs  to  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  &c.  Nor  can  he  yet  fee  any  real  caufe  of  offence  fo  any  one 
who  is  a  perfect  fon  of  liberty,  who  loves  not  Only  the  civil,  but 
the  facred  liberties  of  the  mind,  which  is  the  life,  the  foul,  of  all 
liberty  ;  but  left  any  part  or  branch  of  the  addrefs  fhould  be  ta¬ 
ken  in  a  light,  the  author  did  not  intend,  and  rather  than  it 
fhould  feem^  to  prejudice  the  caufe  of  liberty  ;  he  delirdd 
that  the  whole  of  the  addrefs  might  be  taken  out,  which  might 
have  been  complied  with,  had  it  not  been  repeatedly  defired  by 
many  refpeftable  perfons,  even  fans  of  liberty,  to  let  it  ftand,  who 
faid  that  if  fhe  Raptift’s  or  any  other  feparate  congregations  in 
the  adjacent  towns  were  thus  oppreffed  in  their  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perties,  they  ought  in  confcience,  in  honour,  and  bv  every  pow¬ 
er  of  the  law  of  God  and  of  nature,  as  well  as  nations  to  be  re- 
dreffed,  and  to  have  and  enjoy  free,  inviolably  free,  every  bleinng 
and  priviledge  to  worlhip  God  according  to  their  own  confcien- 
ces,  the  fame  as  their  Boftonian  brethren  enjoy,  that  this  was  right 
in  the  fight  of  God  and  ma‘n.  Therefore  they  defired  the  addrefs 
for  their  liberty  may  ftand,  as  they  had  the  fame  right  to  fpeak 
for  their  religious  liberties,  as  the  people  had  for  their  civil. 
Nor  is  there  any  caufe  of  offence  to  be  taken  by  any  reprefenta- 
tive,  as  it  was  neceffary  to  lay  this  cafe  before  them  in  the  plain- 
eft  manner,  what  many  of  them  may  be  ftrangers  to,  *  neither 
is  their  contained  to  any  unprejudiced  mind,  any  caufe  of  offence 
to  the  good  people  of  America,  when  they  confider,  that  they 
have  an  advocate  fo  plead  for  the  facred  rights  of  their  infants 
yet  unborn,  wh'ofe  facred  rights  has  never  been  pleaded  for  by  any 
fon  of  liberty  before.  As  the  author  believes  that  their  facred 
rights  are  taken  away  from  them,  and  a  law  and  tradition  impo- 
fed  upon  them,  without  their  confent,  have  they  not  a  right  to’ 
a  friend  to  plead  for  them  — For  as  our  infants  are  dear  to  us 
by  nature,  why  fhould  we  not  plead  for  the  facred  liberties  of  their 
tender  fouls  ?  why  fhould  the  ftanding  minifterial  yoke  be  put 
tipon  their  tender  necks,  and  their  parents  not  know  it  ?  for 
what  is  it  lefs,  when  they  are  told- that  by  baptifrn  they  are  put 
into  the  covenant  of  grace,  that  the  covenant  is  fealed  to  them  by 
baptifrn  ?  and  the  parents,  becaufe  the  minifter  fays  it  is, 
they  believe  it  and  are  led  to  think  their  children  cannot  fo 
well  be  faved  without  it.  Nay  fome  tell  them  upon  it,  that  they 
are  made  thereby  the  children  of  God— the  members  of  thrift, and 
the  inheritors  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  what  is  this  but  deceive 

'  .  inS? 

For  if  the  hints  that  are  given  out  are  true,  there  is  the  fame 
acceffty  for  warmth,  as  well  as  for  argument. 
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iinp  the  parents  and  the  children,  perfuading  the  parents  that  all 
is  well— -and  the  children  to  think  when  they  grow  up,  that  fome 
great  thing  was  done  for  tkem,  when  the  mini  her  cannot  but 
know  for  at  leaft  he  ought  to  know,  if  he  knows  his  Bible)  that 
jthe  truth  of  the  matter  is^  “  that  there  is  no  truth  in  it  ,  and  is 
Slot  this  taking  away  the  facred  rights,  or  at  leaft  an  oppreffionboth 
to  parents  and  to  their  children?  if  the  author  is  wrong,  they 
are  of  age  let  them  anfwer  for  themielves,  but  let  them  be  care¬ 
ful  how  they  put  on  the  harnefs, tho’ fliould  he  be  wrong  he  will 
cordially  acknowledge  it,  but  if  they  cannot  run  with  the  footmen, 
what  will  they  do  with  the  horfemen  and  chariots  m  Ifrael  ?  the 
point  is  fo  clear,  it  does  not  remain  to  be  difputed,  but  only,  who 
wdll  obey  the  truth  ?  it  is  either  from  Heaven,  or  of  men— the 
matter  may  be  foon  fettled— But  it  is  neceffary  to  obfervefas 
it  has  given  offence j. that  the  author  deiign  d  no  more  by 
rativc  pleafantry  of  the  golden  calves  and  filver  fhnnes  than  hrft 
to  alarm  the  minifters,  that  they  really  withhold  the  truth  and 
the  facred  rights  from  the  people, and  to  convince  the  pi  left  that  he 
had  done  wrong  and  injured  his  hearers,  m  affumiiig  a  lordly 
power  over  them,  in  admmiftring  an  ordinance  to  one  and  deny- 
it  to  another,  for  if  the  one  had  a  right  to  u,  the  other  had 
1  jkewife.  And  fecondly,  to  open  the  eyes  ot  the  good  people  of 
America  to  fee  that  there  is  a  more  excellent  way  m  the  fcnp- 
^  of -truth  for  themfelves  and  their  children  «o  truft  upon, 
which  will  never  difappoint  their  hope,  nor  the  hope  of  the 
ab  -c  children  •  namely,  Chrift  s  covenant,  Chnft  s  fuffe- 

'  rilbSl-S,  J.Gio,  -hid,  U  (wiiKou,  any  .radi- 

I  on  ’thefr  only  hope  before  God  for  Heaven  and  tiappmefs. 

The  author' is  no  bigot,  nor  fond  of  any  religious  party,  as  he 

fees  none  of  the  apoftolic  plan,  nor  has  he  any  objeSion  agamft 
feesnone  F  ror  t|,e  prieft  or  parents  being  pleas  d 

^hhk-but  only  againft  their  being  deceived  by  it,  by  thinking 

t  a?  God  i  pleas’d  with  it.  or  that  the  infant  is  m  any  fenfc 

f  ved  bv  it — -May  it  not  therefore  be  as  well,  as  mfantsare  born 

£  thev  remain  free  fas  in  Paul’s  daysj  from  any  religious 

free,  that  they  r^nn  ^  confent  ?  for  ,f  liberty 

yoke  being  p  P  ,  they  have  the  fame  natural  right  to 

1 CIS  S's  1 Z  AulhoTis  on^ag^ftSlp^ffiot 

of  our  civil  r  B  s  ,  either  civn  or  faCred,  either  in  body 
or  hones  ihe  prefen t,  nor  the  rifing  generation 

ZlZt  be  angry,  or  at  leaft  not  exceeding  angry,  as  tt  wa^the.r 
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prefent  and  future  happinefs  he  had  folely  in  view,  believing 
that // was  much  in  danger -—and  feeling  the  keeneft  fenfibi- 
lity  for  the  oppreffed,  thought  it  a  duty  by  the  law  of  nature  to  • 
ftate  their  liberties  and  defend  them,  but  why  Ihould  man¬ 
kind  wonder  that  good  men  are  offended,  even  when  their  own 
happinefs  is  fought  after  ?  was  not  this  the  cafe  with  the  difciples 
of  Jefus,  Joh.  6.  66.  and  with  Jonah  who  thought  he  did  well 
to  be  angry,  when  God  told  him  the  truth  ?  The  Author  may 
juftly  claim  an  humble  lhare  of  reverence  and  refpehl,  whoJ 
has  boldly  and  cordially  without  favour,  party,  and  above  alp( 
views  of  friendfhip,  ftep’d  forth  in  the  face  of  frowns  to  fhew 
mankind  that  he  values  truth — pure  truth  and  peace  of  mind, 
and  the  civil  and  facred  liberties  of  the  people  of  America,  more 
than  any  favour  or  friend  on  earth,  the  lofs  of  none  of  thefe 
things  move  him— he  leaves  truth  with  God,  to  find  him  friends, 
who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  working. 

It  is  hard  to  fay,  who  are  moft  cruel  to  themfelves,  thofe  who 
are  afraid  to  fpeak  for  perfect  liberty,  for  fear  of  offending  &c. 
or  thofe  who  only  grafp  at  the  fhadow  — the  Author  remembers 
how  fond  the’ Jews  were  of  the  fhadow  of  the  good  to  come— 
but  when  the  good  came,  they  faid  they  Jaivno  beauty ,  no  not 
in  the  perfection  of  life  and  liberty — It  is  faid,  the  Handing 
minifters  will  be  angry  at  this  freedom  of  fpeech---No,  the 
Author  thinks  they  are  gentlemen,  of  too  great  feniibility  than 
to  be  angry  — -but  if  they  are,  the  fault  is  their  own  ; 
for  if  they  pray  and  preach  and  love  and  forgive  as  Paul  did, 
they  cannot  be  angry  at  what  is  here  faid.  r 

To  clofe,  the  Authors  real  defign  was  not  to  offend,  unlefs  the 
truth  offends,  no  not  a  fingle  perfon,  but  to  perfuade  the  Mini- 
ffers  of  the  neceflity,  for  the  comfort  of  parents,  to  preach,  and 
declare  the  truth  of  the  falvation  of  infants  to  be  fecure,  only  by 
the  death,  life  and  righteoufnefs  ofChrift  for  them,  and  not  by 
any  baptifm  at  all  ;  that  this  ’would  fave  the  Minifters  much  trou¬ 
ble,  which  they  know  that  they  have  no  dire&ion  by  the  word  of 
God  to  take,  and  give  the  parents  a  thoufand-fold  more  fatisfafti- 
on  concerning  the  ftate  of  their  children  dying  in  infancy,  than 
any  otherwife  they  can  enjoy  :  If  this  is  fpeaking  unadvifedly, 
he  owns  the  fault,  but  begs  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  parent’s  feli¬ 
city,  and  the  child’s  fafety  was  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  Author  ; 
but  it  is  remarked,  that  Milton’s  paradifeloft,  was  always  admir’d, 
but  his  paradife  regain’d,  only  few  prize.  Mr.  Milton  being 
afked  the  reafon,  faid,  all  know  paradife  loft,  but  few  know  para¬ 
dife  regain’d,  therefore  few  prize  it, 

Let  the  Parliament  of  Briton— -the  {landing  Miniftry,  and  the 
Ions  of  Liberty,  do  as  God  dire&s  them,  Ifai,  50.  ver.  6. 
Let  the  oppreffed  go  free ,  that  ye  break  every  yoke,  AMEN 


y 


;  rm 


